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COUNTRY UPDATE

\ AUSTRIA

¢ ¢ ¢ An ever-increasing number of
students and a lack of resources have cre-
ated such serious problems for Austrian
universities that the higher education sys-
tem is no longer considered efficient. More
than 50 percent of those who register as
students in higher education never com-
plete their chosen study course.

As a result, a Curriculum Re-
form Council set up by the Minister of
Science and Research, Dr. Hans Tuppy,
has presented these proposals for change:
a vocationally oriented short cycle of
three years should be offered, leading to a

wkalaureat degree; traditional degree
wourses (Diplomstudium) should also re-
ceive a vocational orientation and be
conceived in such a way that students
could complete them in five years; only
‘studies leading to a doctorate (Dokzoratsstu-
dium) would concentrate on research work.

In other changes proposed,

~ courses would be based on a program of

- notmore than 20 hours per week a semes-

- ter. Students would no longer be permit-
ted toresitan examination more than four
times,and examinations would receive a
pass/fail grade.

Upper secondary leaving certifi-
cates would be based on broad general
knowledge in the humanities, the social
sciences and the natural/technical sciences,
with two modernlanguages, computer lit-
eracy and the ability to work independ-
ently or to take part in project-related
teamwork also to be required. (Osterreic-
hische Hochschulzeitung, Nov/Dec 1988)

CHINA

)J ¢ o Li Xin Accounting College in
Shanghai, founded in 1928, is the oldest
accounting college in China which trains
undergraduates as accountants, treasur-

ers, auditors and as other financial pro-
fessionals. Closed during the Cultural
Revolution, the institution reopened in
1980 and registered with the Shanghai
Municipal Government as an institution
of higher learning under the dual leader-
ship of the Shanghai government and the
Ministry of Finance. The College’s main
function is to train financial specialists
for Shanghai’s government, businesses and
institutions. It offers a three-year pro-
gram of study for students who have a
certificate from a senior middle school
(secondary school). Currently 360 stu-
dents are enrolled in the institution. (Cor-
respondence between Li Xin Accounting
College and Cynthia Fish, Ass’t. Director
of Admissions, Baruch College)

¢ ¢ o The State Education Commission
has merged Xuzhou Teachers School
and the Nanjing Energy Engineering In-
stitute in Jiangsu Province with, respec-
tively, Xuzhou Normal College and the
Nanjing-based Dongnan (Southeast)
University. The two former institutions
were rated unqualified as independent
schools. The State is undertaking a three-
year program of consolidations to weed
out 200 recently-established colleges and
other institutions considered to be sub-
standard. (China Daily, March 16, 1989)

CYPRUS

¢ ¢ ¢ The government of the Republic
of Cyprus s in the process of establishing
the University of Cyprus, which willopen
in September 1990 in temporary quar-
ters. The permanent campus, to be lo-
cated in the area of Nicosia, will be ready
by September 1992 and is preparing for
an enrollment of 4,000 students by 1998.
Students who have had 12 years

of schooling or equivalent qualifications
will be accepted if they pass entrance ex-
ams organized by the University.

The new university will have
Schools of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, Pure and Applied Science, and
Economics and Administration. The award
of the first final degree will be upon
completion of a minimum 120 credits af-
ter eight semesters of study.

According to the Ministry of
Education, from 1986-87 only about 15
percent of post-secondary students pur-
sued their education in local institutions,
with the rest studying abroad, mainly in
Greece (30 percent), the United States
(22 percent), the United Kingdom (16
percent) and other countries (23 percent).

Cyprus has six publicand 17 pri-
vate institutions of post-secondary educa-
tion which award diplomas below first
university degree level. (C. Yialoucas,
Acting Director, Cyprus Ministry of Edu-
cation)
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