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International Trends

U.S. & European Community Begin

Conversation On Exchanges

An announcement made in Brussels this
past November 16th may prove important for
higher education on this side of the Atlantic.
On that day, U.S. Secretary of State James A.
Baker III and European Community Presi-
dent Jacques Delors told the press that the
U.S. and the EC have agreed to set up a joint
working group on higher education and con-
tinuing training. The aim of this small group
of government officials—which will draw

savily on the advice of the higher education
., Jamunity—will be to “define ways to de-
‘velop cooperation in the field of higher edu-

spite the close cultural and economic ties
between the U.S. and Europe, the higher
education linkages—the flow of students
and faculty, and the degree of institu-
tional cooperation—are weak, at least as
measured in some obvious ways. For
instance, it is interesting that while about
25 percent of all the goods exported by
the U.S. goes to the 12 nations of the EC
(Ireland, the UK., the newly united Ger-
many, France, Luxembourg, Belgium,
Spain, Portugal, Greece, Denmark, Italy,
and the Netherlands), these same nations
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to Europe are tiny—Iless than 3
percent of all American college
students.

Speaking more impression-
istically, European and U.S. uni-
versities seem to be on different
wavelengths—with different standards, dif-
ferent social missions, different teaching
methods, and a different view of what being
a university student is about.

What effect, wondered U.S. officials,
would this weakness of our educational

.links with Europe have on our economic

and cultural relations with Europe in the
long run? In particular, might not the isola-
tion of the two education systems make it
needlessly difficult for European and U.S.
professionals and business people to work
abroad? And would this not disadvantage

cation and continuing training, including in consumers and providers of services on both
_-particular the exchange of academic faculty, Charles Karelis is Director of shores—especially in the era of the multina-
-staff, and students” (emphasis added). Baker the Fund for the Improvement tional corporation?
_ and Delors expressed confidence that the ac- of Postsecondary Education. But, alerted by a report by Professor
tivities of this working group would actually John Harris of Samford University in Ala-

. “stimulate the flow of academic staff and
., students between the U.S. and Europe.”

bama, these same U.S. officials recognized
an opportunity as well as a problem. The

buy only about 10 percent of our “educa-
tional exports™—as measured by the num-

Behind the announcement lay several
months of transatlantic discussion about edu-
cational exchange, initiated by officials of
the U.S. Department of Education, These of-
ficials had been struck by a discrepancy. De-

bers of foreign university students who
come to the U.S. from the various parts
of the world. Conversely, while amajor-
ity of Americans who study abroad study
in Europe, the absolute numbers that go

opportunity was that the EC had recently
committed itself to a big push in the field of
student and faculty exchange, or “mobil-
ity,” as they are likelier to call it in Europe.
This new EC effort prompted the U.S. offi-

continued on page 23
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From the Publisher's Desk. B
Gulf War Scorecard:
Study Abroad a Winner

A war was fought and won between two issues of World Education News &
Reviews. The long-term consequences, especially for the Middle East and the
Islamic world, are difficult to predict and will be discussed at length over the
years tocome. In the meantime, the prevailing mood in the winning camp is one of elation at the success of the
military campaign.

Many Americans chose not to travel abroad during the war and some even shunned domestic travel, especially to
the East coast. The avoidance of many countries by Americans did not go over very well, especially in Europe,
where people saw it as the height of paranoia. Some were understandably offended. All this had a familiar ring
to New Yorkers accustomed to hearing about the dangers of this city, despite the fact that eight million people
live here and that many more commute daily in relative comfort. Surely absolute safety cannot be guaranteed
anywhere in the world. But the odds are probably greater that one would be struck by lightning, or even win the
lottery, than become a victim of a terrorist attack.

In this issue of WENR, Joan Solaun and Ben DeWinter discuss the concrete measures taken on short notice by
study abroad advisors anxious to ensure the safety of their students. To their credit, institutions did not cancel
programs summarily. Students and their parents were amazingly calm—unlike corporations which cancelled or
postponed most travel. Now, more than ever, American students must continue to study overseas. The expertise
shown by our colleagues in crisis management should greatly enhance the confidence of students and their parents
in the future.

+ It was heartening to learn that in the midst of all the Gulf talk last November, the U.S. government agreed—
to set up a high-level joint working group with the European Community to study avenues of cooperation
in the exchange of academic faculty, staff and students. The working group has yet to meet, but this
indicates an important trend for the future of exchanges and we are transmitting it as such.

Finally, our editorial board welcomes Gail Hochhauser, who brings with her extensive experience in study abroad
issues. Gail is currently Deputy Director of Programs for the American Association of State Colleges and
Universities in Washington, DC. Her appointment to our editorial board represents our recognition of the growth
and importance of Study Abroad, and our commitment to expanded coverage of this area in the future.

Yemetmip

PUBLISHER ‘ Mariam Assefa - EDITOR - Marilyn Arko Umehara -

CIRCULATION MANAGER - Montroe Headd - COPY EDITOR - Maria Santori - REPRINTS - Fanny Shiu:
EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD - Barbara Cahn, Peterson’s - Cynthia Fish, Bernard M. Baruch College
Gail Hochhauser, American Association of State Colleges and Universities - Michael Holcomb, Rutgers-the-State
University of New Jersey - Alan Margolis, Queens College - Erika Popovych, World Education Services -

Jerry Wilcox, Cornell University

World Education News & Reviews (ISSN-0897-6724) is a quarterly publication of World Education Services, a private, not-for-profit organization founded
and incorporated in 1974. The annual domestic subscription rate is $35 ($50 payable in U.S. dollars for subscriptions mailed first class outside of the U.S.) \ )
- Domestic subscriptions mailed at bulk rate - Enquiries for submissions are welcome - All correspondence should be addressed to World Education News )
& Reviews, P.O. Box 745, old Chelsea Station, New York, NY 10113-0745 - Tel: 212-966-6311 - Fax: 212-966-6395- BITNET: NYWES@CUNYVM.

The views and opinions expressed in articles and information submissions published in World Education News & Reviews are those of the authors
and contributors and not necessarily those of World Education Services: © 1990 World Education Services- All rights reserved -Material in this publication
may not be reproduced in any form without permission.




THE ALGERIAN PARLIAMENT VOTED AT
THE END OF DECEMBER to adopt a law to
spread the use of the Arabic language.
From now on, parliament will deliberate

"and official acts will be published in
Arabic.

The law, adopted by a large major-
ity, applies equally to private enterprises,
artisans, and to publications aimed at the
mass market. At present, most Algerians
read newspapers written in French, and
those publications with the largest circu-
lations are written in French.

A movement toward Arabization has
been growing since the 1970s. In primary
school, attended by six million children,
teaching has been solely in Arabic for
several years. French is taught as a for-
eign language. The last bi-lingual bacca-
laureat, sanctioning study in Arabic and

Q French, was organized in 1988.

¥ TIn institutions of higher education,
where there are 250,000 students, social

~“sciences, the humanities, economics, po-

litical science and law are taught totally in

. Arabic. The only foreign language al-

lowed in regular instruction is English.

: In scientific disciplines, where Ara-
~ bization has been blocked by a lack of
* Arabic-speaking teachers, the study of

medicine, technology and communication
must be conducted in Arabic by 1997, ac-
cording to the just-passed law.

Berbers, like most of the educated
population, are protesting the provisions
of this new law. (Le Monde de I'Educa-
tion, Feb. 1991)

THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF TIRANA AND THE INSTITUTE
OF AGRICULTURE IN TIRANA joined to boy-
cott classes in early February, demanding
- }roved dormitory living conditions and

Altical reforms. Conditions in cramped

student dormitories are said to be “abys-

mal.” Students are 'derﬁ:inding‘ more heat,
better food and half-price tickets on public
transportation.  (Associated Press, Feb. 7,
1991)

THE SoUTH AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF
TecHNoLoGY (SAIT) ANDp THE SouTH Aus-
TRALIAN COLLEGE OF ADVANCED EDUCATION
(SACAE), AFTER THREE YEARS OF NEGOTIA-
TIONS, HAVE MERGED TO FORM THE UNIVER-
SITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Although detailed information is un-
available, the new university will combine
the two institutions into six separate cam-
puses and is expected to be one of the best
professional and vocational institutions in
Australia.

The SACAE was established in 1982,
but its component colleges date back to
Australia’s first teacher education unit, the
Advanced School for Girls, formed in 1872,
and the Adelaide School of Design, estab-
lished in 1855.

The Institute was established as the
School of Mines and Industries in 1889,
and in 1959 was restructured and renamed
the South Australian Institute of Technol-
ogy. The institute had worked more in the
area of research and development and had
greater access to independent funding than
the SACAE because of its links to industry
and engineering. The college had a stronger
background in social sciences and commer-
cial business.

The state of South Australia has two
other universities, Flinders and Adelaide.
(The Australian, Dec. 12, 1990)

SEVERAL NEW DEGREES ARE BEING OF-
FERED BY AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTIONS IN 1991,
James Cook UNIVERSITY OF NoRTH QUEEN-
sLAND is offering a program in tropical ma-
rine and environmental chemistry, which
began on the undergraduate level in 1990
and will develop at graduate level over the
next two years. The University of West-
ern Sydney, Hawkesbury, is offering a
new Bachelor of Commerce degree, with a

major in either accounting or mar-
keting, requiring three years of
full-time study. The University
of Sydney will offer programs
leading to a Master of Laws and a Master
of Taxation. The programs will cover
Australian Customs law, international stan-
dards in Customs, assessment of duties,
regulations and tariffs, licensing and gen-
eral controls. Monash University in Vic-
toria is now offering a two-year, full-time
program leading to a Master of Physio-
therapy. The program is designed to pro-
vide an academic and clinical program in
physiotherapy for graduates in biological
sciences. Successful completion of the pro-
gram will allow registration as a physioth-
erapist in Victoria. The School of Archi-
tecture at the Tasmanian Institute
of Technol ogy is establishing an under-
graduate program in Timber Architecture
and Engineering. All aspects of forest
product processing will be studied. (The
Australian, Dec. 12, 1990)

A Kuwarr UNIVERSITY OFFICE HAS
BEEN OPENED at the Arabian Gulf Uni-
versity in Manama to process students
who wish to continue their education
there. Kuwait University president Dr.
Shuaib A. Shuaib said there were ap-
proximately 1,500 students who wish to
join AGU in accordance with a previous
agreement reached between the two uni-
versities. Bahrain has opened its educa-
tional institutions to all Kuwaiti students
following a meeting between the ministers
of education of the two countries. (HCJ
Communications, Jan./Feb. 1991)

Asour 1,300 CHILEAN UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS WHO WERE EXPELLED DURING
THE MILITARY REGIME OF GEN, AucusTo P1-
NocHET (1973-1990) have been told that
they can be readmitted automatically, start-
ing in March, 1991.

In announcing this policy, Education
Minister Ricardo Lagos said the govern-
ment would give Chilean universities an

continued on next page
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additional $580,000 to help them cover
costs related to the students’ return.

The government’s actions were praised
by the National Association of Expelled
University Students, which noted, how-
ever, that some students had been expelled
as many as 15 years ago, and that family or
work responsibilities were likely to pre-
vent them from resuming their studies with-
out financial aid.

During Pinochet’s 17-year regime,
many students were killed during violent
protests; political detainments, torture and
exile were common. Student leaders often
were followed by police and their homes
raided for incriminating evidence, such as
political fliers. Pinochet surrendered his
presidency on March 11, 1990, but re-
mains as head of the army until 1997,
(Chronicle of Higher Education, Feb. 6,
1991 and The Times Higher Education Sup-
plement, Nov. 30, 1990)

China

MoRE THAN 16,000 STUDENTS ARE NOoW
ENROLLED IN 18 PRIVATE COLLEGES THAT

" HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN BEINNG in the

last few years. Most of the students failed
the State college entrance examination,
losing their chance to enter a State-run col-
lege. Unlike students in public institu-
tions, students attending private colleges
must pay fees and find their own jobs after
graduation, a task made more difficult
because private schools do not have formal
certification and their academic creden-
tials are usually not recognized.

One of the first private colleges in
Beijing was the China Society College es-
tablished in 1982, All of its teaching staff
work on a part-time basis, and the college
rents classrooms in 18 locations through-
out the city because it has no buildings of
its own,

Haidian College in northeast Beijing
has a reputation for producing “compe-
tent” graduates, and maintains a part-time
staff of more than 200 teachers from other
colleges and universities. Because gradu-
ates of private colleges are not guaranteed
employment, the colleges offer courses of
a practical nature closely linked with China’s
current economic requirements. (China
Daily, Jan. 16, 1991)

al

> THE CHINESE ACADEMY OF SCEENGE .

(CAS) Has-MaDE RESEARCH ON €Nergy, new
materials, bioééqgin\eeﬁng and informa-
tion technology top priorities in their eighth
Five-Year Plan (1991-95).

Zhou Guangzhao, CAS president, said
recently that “a new industrial revolution
is coming because developing countries
are quickly losing their past advantages in
labor and natural resources. Automation
and new materials have greatly reduced
the reliance on such resources.” China’s
chronic problems of an ever-growing popu-
lation, shrinking farmland and energy
shortages have left “only one way out,”
according to Zhou, and that is economic
reform and rapid development in science
and technology. To that end, the Acad-
emy will invest $7.7 million in its 30 most
important projects, including the estab-
lishment of engineering research centers
to overcome a deficiency in engineering
technology, setting up a multi-subject sci-
ence center in Beijing, and establishing a
nationwide ecological monitoring network
to study global ecological changes. (China
Daily, Jan. 16, 1991)

CHINA’S VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL TRAIN-
ING SECTORS ARE SCHEDULED TO DOUBLE
THEIR ENROLLMENT from the present figure
of six million during the next 10 years.

The goal for the development of
China’s vocational and technical educa-
tion is to enroll students in these programs
at senior secondary level in numbers equal
to students enrolled in general education
programs.

To this end, a group of model schools
and training centers will be established,
using a system with equal emphasis on
formal schooling, educational qualifica-
tions and professional certification, testi-
fying to technical competence by grades.

In rural areas, some of the general
middle schools will be made into agricul-
tural middle schools, while remaining
schools will offer more courses on agro-
techniques. (China Daily, Jan. 23, 1991)

THe State Epucation Commission
(SEDC) Has PROPOSED THAT CHINA NOT
ESTABLISH ANY NEW UNIVERSITIES OVER THE
NEXT FIVE YEARS t0 permit existing depart-
ments to improve their programs, espe-
cially in applied sciences. In addition,

Updates continued

fust-year enrollments in Chinese universi- __
ties were cut from 597,000 to less tha™
570,000 for the 1990-91 academic year as._;
part of an overall effort to reduce the num-
ber of students entering disciplines in which
few jobs exist. An exception was Beijing
University, which doubled its freshman class
to 1,600, all of whom are undergoing one
year of military training at Shijiazhuang
Army School. (China Exchange News,
Dec. 1990)

France

MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON
FOUR NEW UNIVERSITIES PLANNED FOR THE
Paris suBurBs within the next four years:
Versailles/St. Quentin, Evry/Melun/Senart,
Marne-la-Vallée, and Cergy. Designed to
reduce the number of students in Paris prope”
from 200,000 to 150,000, these institution:. -
will be autonomous.

Versailles/St. Quentin will be a mul-
tidisciplinary institution offering courses







