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MALAWI

The government said it will
drop 21 of its institutions from the
public budget at the end of the cur-
rent financial year as a way of cut-
ting expenses.

Among the institutions to be
dropped from government funding

are: the University of Malawi, the

newly-formed National Research
Council, the Commission for the
Establishment of a University in
the North (Comesun) and the
Malawi Industrial Research Tech-
nology Development Centre. Oth-
ers include the Medical Council of
Malawi and the Malawi College of
Accountancy.

The government will stop fund-
ing these at the end of the 1997/98
financial year.

Deputy Secretary to the Presi-
dent and Cabinet Kamphambe
Nkhoma said the institutions will
have to find alternative funding or
close. Others, he said, may have
to be privatized. He said the move
was in line with ongoing financial
reforms. Nkhoma said the govern-
ment will have to find a niche for
those whose institutions will fold
in the wake of the reforms.

- Malawi News Roundup
(Afrika News Network)
June 9, 1998

NAMIBIA

Some 60 aspiring students have
already applied for placement at
the Flying Training School, which
is due to open at Keetmanshoop
later in 1998.

@ education

Christiaan Zel, chief air traffic
control officer of the Directorate
of Civil Aviation, said all interest-
ed Namibian students who wish to
enter the aviation profession
should apply as soon as possible.

Zel said students with a good
background in mathematics and
proficiency in English stood a bet-
ter chance of securing a place.

He explained that one of the
aims of the school is to attract po-
tential students from Europe who
normally undergo training in the
United States due to frequently bad
weather in Europe.

The school will offer courses in
aircraft maintenance, air traffic
control and airport operations and
management.

Additional training and the nec-
essary flying hours to obtain an in-
strument flight regulations rating,
a commercial pilot license and a
private helicopter pilot license will
also be accommodated at the
school, Zel said.

A German private flying school,
Fliegerschule Schwabenflug, and
Donier International Logistics are
backing the project. Other stake-
holders are the Municipality of
Keetmanshoop, Air Namibia, the
Ministry of Defense and the pri-
vate aviation industry.

- Panafrican News Agency
July 3, 1998

TANZANIA

Four new private universities
are set to open this year, increas-
ing the number of registered Tan-
zania universities to 12. The new
institutions are the University of
Zanzibar, the University of Buko-
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ba, the Medical University of Kil-
imanjaro and St. Augustine Uni-
versity at Nyegezi, Mwanza.

The four untversities have al-
ready received interim accredita-
tion to start offering programs.

The University of Zanzibar, to
be run by the Dar Al Iman Chari-
table Association, will be the first
institution offering degree pro-
grams on Zanzibar Island. It plans
to start with programs in business
administration.

The university was initially to
open last year but technical hitch-
es forced a delay. However, some
students started classes in April,
according to the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Shamsel Din.
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Din said he was highly encouraged by the recom-
mendations of the Higher Learning Accreditation
Council of Experts. .

At the University of Bukoba, located in Kagemu
in northwestern Tanzania, plans are in the final stag-
es.

“Over 90 percent of preparations are complete, and
we are confident we will open the college in Sep-
tember,” said a university official.

The institution will initially offer undergraduate
programs in education.

The Moshi-based Kilimanjaro Christian Medical
Centre referral hospital, which has been conducting
a course for medical assistants, plans to upgrade to
offer undergraduate degrees in medicine and dentist-
ry.
St. Augustine University grew out of the Nyegezi
Social Training Institute, which has been offering
journalism courses at diploma level since 1957.

The new university will offer an undergraduate
journalism degree beginning in September.

The four new universities join a number of others
in providing higher education in Tanzania under a
liberalized and broadened universities policy.

Others include the University of Dar es Salaam,
Sokoine University of Agriculture, Muhimbili Col-
lege of Health, the International Medicine and Tech-
nology University, Lutheran University College of
Theology, Waldorf College and the Open University
of Tanzania.

- The East African (Kenya)
June 23, 1998

ZAMBIA _

The government will transform the National Col-
lege for Development and Management Studies into
a university.

In June, Vice-President Christon Tembo said the
cabinet had approved a proposal to turn the former
President’s Citizenship College into a university be-
cause of the rising demand for tertiary education at
that level.

Tembo was speaking at the ninth graduation cere-
mony of the college. Its programs include disaster
management, business studies and human resources
management.

Tembo said the government was concerned with
the rising number of school leavers who were lan-
guishing in the streets because they were unable to
get jobs.

“We want the school leavers and in-service per-
sonnel to get acquainted with knowledge, especially
in the disaster-management sector,” Tembo said.

He said the college was very conducive for stud-
ies because of its location outside the city of Kabwe.

The principal of the college, Dr. Joseph Bwalya,
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appealed to the government to pro-
vide more funds because the insti-
tution could not survive with the
present allocations.

- Times of Zambia, June 27, 1998

AFGHANISTAN

In June, the fundamentalist Tal-
iban’s army shut down more than
100 private schools in Afghanistan
that were educating girls in defi-
ance of the regime’s ban.

Taliban Religious Affairs Min-
ister Haji Khulimuddin warned
that violators would be punished.

The Taliban had allowed the
schools to operate without official
recognition.

It was not clear what caused the
clampdown now. But Khulimud-

' Cducatlng glrls in deﬁance of the"’yi
reglmes ban SR

din complained they had discov-
ered several girls, ages 14 and 15,
receiving education in private
homes.

An international aid group sur-
vey in January found about 107 so-
called informal schools for more
than 6,500 children, half of them
girls.

When the Muslim fundamental-
ist army swept into Kabul in Sep-
tember 1996, it shut down schools
for girls, saying the curriculum
was against the tenets of Islam.

The Taliban have allowed girls
younger than nine to study only
the Qur’an.

The Taliban shut down voca-

tional training programs for girls,

“seriously affecting all communi-

| In ]une, the fundamentallst Tallbans

schools in Afghanlstan ,that were

ty-based programs for girls and
women,” said an international aid
worker.

The Taliban’s brand of Islamic
law bans women from working
and girls from attending schools.
It also bans music and most forms
of light entertainment. It requires
men to grow beards, wear a head
covering and attend mosque.

Khulimuddin said school oper-
ators had to apply for a license so
“we can control them.”

- Cape Times
(Independent Online)
June 17, 1998

AUSTRALIA

Australia’s oldest public provid-
er of visual-arts education, the Na-
tional Art School (NAS), has for
the first time been granted the right
to offer a bachelor’s degree in fine

arts. This milestone makes NAS
New South Wales’ newest higher-
education institution.

The NAS, which formerly op-
erated under the state’s Technical
and Further Education Authority,
was granted its independence in
1996 by the New South Wales gov-
ernment. This followed a promise
given in 1995, after students, staff
and arts-community activists
marched at Parliament House in
Sydney to oppose the imposition
of competency-based training at
the school.

The NAS is now an indepen-
dent, publicly funded institution.

In accreditation arrangements
made under the state Higher Edu-
cation Act, approval for the degree

was granted by a committee of art
academics, practicing artists and
representatives of the state Vice-
Chancellors’ Committee.

The decision makes NAS the
second non-university art school,
along with the private KvB School
of Visual Communication, to be
allowed to issue degrees. The cur-
rent NAS advanced diploma in
fine arts will be phased out, with
continuing students having the
chance to transfer into the degree
program.

Students will take drawing and
art history/theory as core subjects.

In later years, they’ll be able to
specialize in painting, printmak-
ing, photography, sculpture or ce-
ramics. Graduate-level degrees are
now under consideration, as well.
- Campus Review, July 1-7, 1998

CHINA
Beginning in September 1998,
Hong Kong Baptist University will
offer Hong Kong’s first full-time
degree program in Chinese medi-
cine. The five-year program will
have cross-cultural coverage of the
essence of Chinese and Western
medicine, and interdisciplinary
integration with social science sub-
jects within medical perspectives.
The program will initially en-
roll 30 students. Graduates can
plan careers in clinical practice,
further studies or related disci-
plines in Chinese medicine.
- Campus Review
June 24-30, 1998

INDIA

The Indira Gandhi National
Open University will start a one-
year vocational course in transla-
tion from Hindi to English, and
vice-versa, beginning in January
1999.

The one-year program will be
targeted at people in remote areas
who do not have access to institu-
tions where they can effectively
learn the skills of translation.

The course, leading to a post-
graduate diploma in translation,
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has been prepared in view of the
importance of translation in the
sociocultural life of India and its
utility in the professional areas,
said the director of the School of
Humanities.

Students enrolling in the course
will be taught through printed ma-
terial, audiovisual lessons and tele-
conferencing sessions.

The program will be divided
into four parts: theory of transla-
tion; linguistic and social aspects
of translation; practical translation;
and translation in officialese with
a project comprising practical
translation.

Graduates with Hindi and En-
glish as subjects at the degree lev-
el will be eligible to apply for the
program. It will enable students to
enhance their qualification for
employment in the fields of teach-
ing, translation, journalism, offi-
cial language and tourism.

In addition to the translation
diploma, the university will also
introduce a Bachelor of Education
degree program and three new cer-
tificate programs (in participatory
forest management, disaster man-
agement and writing for radio).

- University News
June I & July 6, 1998

The Maharashtra University of
Medical Sciences was founded in
Nashik this year. One hundred thir-
ty-five colleges will offer educa-
tion in medical and allied
disciplines under the auspices of
this first medical university in the
state.

The new university will decide
the issues related to examinations,
faculties and the content of medi-
cal and related syllabuses being
taught in Maharashtra.

Speaking at an inaugural func-
tion, the state governor of Maha-
rashtra suggested the university
should conduct research on the
most effective way to provide
medical facilities to the rural pop-
ulation.

He added that special attention

should be given to the training of
doctors.

The state public health and ed-
ucation minister said the decision
to establish a separate university
for medical sciences was made to
bring uniformity to medical edu-
cation in Maharashtra.

He said branches of the univer-
sity would be set up in each reve-
nue division of the state.

- University News
June 29, 1998

JAPAN

As many as 700 Japanese
schools have applied for a govern-
ment subsidy to pay for rooms in

net will be set up in schools with
more than 15 classes.

The ministry hopes to install the
relaxation rooms in half of all jun-
ior high schools in the next three
years, starting with 2,000 schools
this fiscal year.

The ministry’s budget will also
be used to install counseling rooms
next to the school nurses’ rooms.

Students who want to escape the
stress of the classroom are increas-
ingly seeking solace in the nurs-
es’ rooms, occupying beds that
should be used for those who are
physically ill or injured.

The counseling rooms will give
these students a place where they

As many as 700 Japanese schools have

- apphed for a government subsidy to pay

"for rooms in which students can relax or

recelve counselmg

which students can relax or receive
counseling.

Half these schools plan to con-
struct the rooms over the summer
break, according to Education
Ministry officials.

The ministry is keen to promote
these relaxation areas after a se-
ries of incidents in which stress and
uncontrollable rage were cited as
the causes of junior high school
students attacking their peers or
teachers.

The Education Ministry will use
this year’s supplementary budget
to help furnish unused classrooms
with air conditioning — usually
not permitted in public schools —
and carpeting or tatami mats, so
students can take off their shoes
and feel more at ease.

Most classrooms have wooden
floors and require indoor shoes.

There will also be space for stu-
dents to talk to counselors in pri-
vate.

Computers linked to the Inter-

can talk to someone about their
problems.

However, Yasutaka Koku-bu,
the chairman of the Japan Coun-
seling Society, said teachers, and
not counselors, should be given a
larger role in the development of
children’s emotional stability.

He suggested all teachers be
trained in counseling.

The government subsidies will
be available to projects that cost
more than 4 million yen. One-third
of the costs will be borne by the
Education Ministry. The rest will
be paid through bonds issued by
municipal governments.

- Asahi Shimbun, July 24, 1998

NEPAL

The High Level National Edu-
cation Commission (HLNEC) rec-
ommended strict implementation
of a plan to phase out the two-year
post-secondary Proficiency Certif-
icate program from universities by
next year.
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It also recommends introduc-
tion of one-year Master of Philos-
ophy degree programs as a
prerequisite for doctoral study.

The HLNEC, formed under the
chairmanship of the education
minister, recently submitted its re-
port to the prime minister after
working on it for more than a year.

In 1992, the National Education
Commission had recommended
introduction of a 12-year (10 + 2)
primary/secondary education cy-
cle. It also recommended the phas-
ing out of proficiency level —
currently offered by universities

regional universities on the basis
of people’s participation and gov-
ernment grants.

The report pointed out that
higher education in Nepal is full
of problems.

Because clear objectives for
higher education are lacking, its
expansion has been driven by so-
cial demand rather than the coun-
try’s needs. ,

At present, only 2.5 percent of
the total eligible population be-
tween ages 18 and 22 have access
to higher education. This accounts
for 13 percent of the annual edu-

cation budget.

General Subjects

Areas of study for Nepal’s
higher education students

Technical Subjects

Source: The Kathmandu Post

The bulk of
higher educa-
tion students
study general
subjects, and
only 4 percent
have the oppor-
tunity to study
technical sub-
jects, thus add-
ing to the
number of edu-
cated unem-
ployed.

Though five
universities
have already
been estab-
lished in the
country, 98 per-
cent of the stu-

after 10 years of primary/second-
ary education — by the year 1998.

Under the heading of general
higher education, the report sug-
gested establishing an open uni-
versity with its own curriculum,
self-study materials and an exam-
ination system.

Among its other recommenda-
tions, the HLNEC also suggested
a gradual increase in tuition fees
to reduce dependency upon the
government and entrance exams
for every level of study.

The report suggests that East-
ern University and Pokhara Uni-
versity should be developed as

dents are

enrolled in Tribhuvan University
and its campuses.

- The Kathmandu Post

July 22, 1998

PAKISTAN

The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) has given its clear-
ance for the upgrading of
Government Adamjee Science
College, Karachi, to the status of
a degree-awarding institution.

Sources in the Sindh Education
Department report that the UGC
informed the department it would
have no objection if the college
were to be granted the status.

Accordingly the department
moved for the approval of Sindh’s
chief minister.

The Education Department
source noted that 100 million ru-
pees had already been earmarked
by the Sindh government for this
purpose.

Sources said documents regard-
ing establishment of a degree-
awarding institute would be
prepared as soon as the chief min-
ister gave approval. And after care-
ful review, the documents would
be placed before the provincial as-
sembly.

In the first stage, admission
would be given for bachelor’s and
master’s degree programs in com-
puter science and food science —
the subjects already being taught
at the proposed institution.

Initially, the college would have
no power to grant affiliation to oth-
er institutions.

Fresh appointments of teachers
and other staff would be made
while the ongoing degree and in-
termediate classes at Adamjee Sci-
ence College continue in order to
supply students for higher-level
classes there.

The proposed science and tech-
nology institute would start func-
tioning by the end of 1998 with a
fresh intake for its degree pro-
grams, added the source.

- The News International
July 9, 1998

GREECE

The Greek Supreme Court has
ruled that degrees from foreign
universities are invalid if part of
the studies take place at a branch
in Greece.

The ruling directly blocks the
way for the establishment of pri-
vate universities.

Many foreign universities, par-
ticularly British, have set up out-
posts called liberal studies
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workshops, which are allowed un-
der Greek law.

Students spend two years there
before going on to graduate from
the university itself.

The Supreme Court decided by
22 votes to five that, according to
article 16 of the Greek constitu-
tion, “graduate titles where part of
the study has been carried out in a
branch or a department of a uni-
versity whose headquarters is in
another European member state,
are not valid.”

The daughter of a deputy par-
liamentary speaker brought the
case when the Transuniversity
Degree Validation Authority re-
fused to recognize her degree from
a French university on the grounds
that she had studied in Greece ata
liberal studies workshop. -

The court upheld the decision
and set a precedent that support-
ers of private universities in
Greece will find extremely diffi-
cult to overturn.

- Times Higher Education
Supplement
June 19, 1998

ITALY

The latest, and possibly worst,
of a long history of corruption
scandals is rocking the credibility
of Europe’s largest university. The
institution, La Sapienza (“Knowl-
edge”) University, is located in
Rome and has 180,000 students.

Investigating judges denounced
more than 70 people — mostly
former students, but also some lec-
turers and administrative staff —
for suspected involvement in buy-
ing and selling exam passes.

Atleast 600 exams are believed
to have been bought and sold in
the sociology department between
1983 and 1995.

There are also rumors that some
female students traded sexual ser-
vices for passes in exams that they
never took or failed.

The suspicion is supported by
the fact that two-thirds of the stu-
dents involved are women.

The investigation began after a
lecturer happened to see a number
of students’ exam certificates with
his own signature forged to con-
firm passes.

He informed the police, and an
investigating judge then ordered
more than 600 suspect exam cer-
tificates to be scrutinized.

Police found that 10 students
bought 15 out of the 19 exams re-
quired for a sociology degree. On
average, students bought only four
of the exams.

Degrees and exams in Italy have
official legal standing.

Besides the 70 charged with
“corruption” and “fraud in a pub-
lic act,” another 30 students, sus-
pected of similar violations, have
been identified but not formally
accused.

Many have obtained posts in
schools and the civil service using
their degree.

Among those suspected of buy-
ing exams are several employees
of La Sapienza itself, who obtained
promotions.

Giuseppe D’ Ascenzo, rector of
La Sapienza, immediately de-
clared: “If there are any officials
of the university involved, they
will be immediately suspended.”

He added that the new comput-
erization of the exam-certification
system “will put an end to any fu-
ture temptation of fraud.”

Cases of false exams at La Sa-
pienza have cropped up with de-
pressing regularity over the past
decade, along with substantial ev-
idence of a black market in pre-
written, ready-to-use exam theses.

This scam is made possible by
the fact that it is highly improba-
ble that the same professor will
examine the same thesis if it is re-
used.

One La Sapienza lecturer, who
preferred to remain anonymous,
commented: “This could be just
the tip of an iceberg.”

- Times Higher Education
Supplement
June 5, 1998

SERBIA

In May, the Serbian Parliament
approved a law reducing universi-
ty autonomy by giving the Educa-
tion Ministry the power to appoint
rectors and deans.

Universities in the Yugoslav
Republic traditionally have had the
authority to elect their own admin-
istrators.

Students and faculty members
reacted angrily to the new law.

Police wielding batons broke up
a protest by several thousand stu-
dents and academics in front of the
parliament building in Belgrade.

According to press reports, po-
lice injured 10 students and arrest-
ed three.

The rector of the University of
Belgrade, Dragan Kuburovic, an-
nounced he was resigning in pro-

test of the law.

Zarko Korac, a professor of
psychology at the University of
Belgrade, said the law was part of
an attack by the government on the
two main centers of opposition to
the policies of Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic: the universi-
ties and the independent broadcast
media.

Recently, the government re-
fused to renew the licenses for 35
of 38 independent radio or televi-
sion stations.

“The government wants to get
control over the universities and
turn professors into clerks,” said
Korac, a former member of par-
liament and a peace activist.

The new law also gives govern-
ment-appointed deans the right to
hire and fire faculty members.
“There is genuine fear” among ac-
ademics, said Korac. “For eight
years, living standards have been
falling. People are afraid of losing
their jobs. There is much bitterness
and resignation.”

In addition to Belgrade, demon-
strations against the new law were
staged at the three other main uni-
versities in Serbia: Novy Sad, Nis
and Kragujevac.

Continued on page 7
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Education in Bangladesh today

by Bonnie Rosenthal
Assistant Director
World Education Services

ducation in Bangladesh is under
the auspices of the Ministry of
Education (MOE).

The Directorate of Secondary and
Higher Education, directly under the
MOE, is responsible for secondary and
higher secondary education.

The subdistricts are responsible for
primary education. _

The Directorate of Technical Educa-
tion is responsible for vocational edu-
cation.

Islamic schools are under supervision
of the Madrasah Education Board, an
autonomous institution established in
1982. Education spending accounts for
1.5 percent of the total gross national
product. '

Primary/secondary education

The pattern of education consists of
five years of primary, three years of jun-
ior secondary, two years of secondary
and two years of higher-secondary edu-
cation.

The academic year in primary/sec-
ondary schools begins in January and
ends in December.

Primary education

In 1992, primary education became
compulsory. Students begin primary
school at age six. The language of in-
struction is Bangla. Primary education
comprises grades one through five.

The curriculum is standard through-
out the country and includes Bangla,
arithmetic, social studies and science. In
third grade, physical education, arts and
crafts, music, religion and English lan-
guage are introduced.

Promotion from grade two onward is
based on internal examinations given at
the end of the year. There are no public
examinations given at the end of grade
five.

Secondary education

Secondary education is divided into
three stages: junior secondary, second-
ary and higher secondary. The four di-

Degree programs

Degree Entry Requirements

Length

Bangladesh Agricultural University

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (HONOUTS) ..........ooveveermecercnnnns HSC
Bachelor of Science in Animal Husbandry (Honours) .. . HSC
Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics (Honours) ..... ... HSC

Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Engineering ............. ..HSC ..
Bachelor of Science in Fisheries (Honours) .. ..HSC ..
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine ............ ettt
Master of Science (Agricultural Economics)
Master of Science (Animal Husbandry) .....
Master of Science in Veterinary Medicine ......
Master of Science (Agriculture Extension Education) .

4-year Bachelor's degree ..................
.... 4-year Bachelor's degree .......
. Doctor of Veterinary Medicine ...
... &-year Bachelor's degree .......

Master of Science (Agricultural Engineering) .........cooeverreeermrcrnnns 4-year Bachelor's degree ..........cc......
Master of Science (Fisheries) dreerenee e 4-year Bachelor's degree ..................
Master of Science (Agricultural Statistics) 4-year Bachelor's degree ... .2 years
Doctor of PhiloSOPRY ....c..crverrrerivermeremrernsessssmssssssssssssasssssensssssssssens Bachelor's degree ..., 3years
Bangladesh Asian University

Bachelor of Arts (HONOUIS) .......cccovcvreernvrcomrenmicrccarreneeone .HSC ... 4 years
Bachelor 0f AS (PaSS) ......crreereremverersrmerssmssessssensressssosmsssssssssssssssnses HSC e 2.5 years
Master of Arts ................ e 4-year Bachelor's degree .................. 1 year
Bachelor of Business ADMINIStration .............ewrerierrrmeenmsrsnseereesesmmssnnnes HSC 4 years
Bangladesh Open University

Bachelor of EQUCAHON .......c..ccorvmen e eesseennens 2-year Bachelor's degree ................ 2 years
Bachelor of Agricultural EQUCatoN ..........ccccvvveevrrenecnceicronneennns 2-year Bachelor's degree ................ 2 years
Bangladesh University of

Engineering and Technology )

Bachelor of Science (ENGINEEMNNG) ........ccccmervvmmvorremerssmmsmssrrseserscsessennees HSC oo ercseninarens 4 years
Bachelor of Architecture HSC

Master of ArChItECHUNE .........ccccovervrrcririnerc e enrersnens Bachelor of Architecture .............. 1.5 years
Master of Engineering or Master of Science (Engineering) . Bachelor of Engineering .............. 1.5 years
Master of Urban and Regional Planning ...........cc.cccecnmreen. 4-year Bachelor's degree ................ 2 years
Master of Philosophy .......ccoeceniironninne ... Master's degree ...... 2 years
Doctor of Philosophy Master’s degree .......... fervensinens 2 years
University of Chittagong

Bachelor of Arts (HONOUTS) .........vceiimecremssrcrcrmnires s meererersessssenesenien HSC e 3 years
Bachelor of Science {(Honours}) ... .HSC . 3 years
Bachelor of Social Sciences (HONOUTS) .........vceverureeenreremerrerssersesmssesnes HSC ooocerirenenne 3 years

Bachelor of Fing Arts (HONOUTS) .......crvveemernmmercrnmenmnncseremmonessssessssennces 53] S 3 years
Bachelor of Laws (HONOULS) ..........cevvcrmmrverevsnnssrssersesssesnssssrsnsssnnsssinns HSC ... .4 years
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of SUFGery ........cocoererenrerrerninnes HSC oo 5 years
‘Master of Arts o 3-year Bachelor's degree ... 1 year
Master of SoCial SCIBNCE .....vcvercrrreeserermirrrsrssressasressersmsasersnes 3-year Bachelor's degres ... .1 year
Master of Fine Arts ......... . censne 3-year Bachelor of Fine Arts ..... ... 1year
Master of COMMENCE ........covvrecvrurrcrersermrenerenenssserssnncsnnens 3-year Bachelor of Commerce ...

Master of SCIBNCE .......vcoocrerrercrmeerrnrsnerrss s 3-year Bachelor of Science
Master of Business Administration 3-year Bachelor of Business Administration .... 1 year
Master of Philosophy .. Master’s degree 2 years
Doctor of PhIOSOPRY ......ccurmcrmrercrcriremmareiesrinessneremearessessenessessene Master's degree 2 years

University of Dhaka
Bachelor of Commerce (Pass)/Bachelor of Arts (Pass)/

Bachelor-of Science (Pass)/Bachelor of Home Economics (Pass) HSC ... 2 years
Bachelor of Science in Technology (Textiles) .......c......... ... Diploma in Textiles .........crvimrene 2 years
Bachelor of Science in Technology (Leather Technology) ...... Diploma in Leather Technology .. 2 years
Bachelor of Nursing Science (Pass) ........ccouuceremvvcnes .3 years
Bachelor of Nursing Science (Post-Basic) 2 years
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)/Bachelor of Science (Honours)/

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours)
Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours)

3 years
3 years

Continued, next page
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visional Boards of Intermediate and Sec-
ondary Education set the curricula and

administers examinations for the sec-

ondary and higher secondary stages.

Instruction for the junior secondary
stage takes place at junior secondary
schools. The language of instruction is
Bangla.

The curriculum up to grade eight is
uniform and consists of Bangla, English,
mathematics, general science and social
and religious studies. Internal examina-
tions are held each year.

Students must pass the prescribed
number of marks to be promoted to the
next year. Instruction at the secondary
level takes place at high schools. In grad-
es nine and 10, students enter either the
science or humanities stream. In both
streams, students must take compulsory
courses in Bangla, English, mathemat-
ics and geography.

Students who choose the science
stream take courses in science. Those
who choose the humanities stream take
courses in history, economics and civ-
ics. In addition, all students must take
two elective subjects.

Upon completion of the program, stu-
dents take examinations to earn the Sec-
ondary School Certificate (SSC). After
completing this stage, students may con-
tinue into an academic higher second-
ary program or enter vocational
programs in agriculture, engineering
technology or commerce at polytechnics
or technical/vocational institutes.

The higher secondary level of edu-
catjon consists of grades 11 and 12, and
instruction takes place at intermediate
colleges. Bangla is the language of in-
struction. English is taught as a compul-
sory subject.

Students study in a specific stream
and may choose from science, humani-
ties, commerce, home economics, agri-
culture or music. The Higher Secondary
Certificate (HSC) is awarded by exami-
nation following grade 12 and qualifies
students for university education.

Secondary technical/vocational
education

The Technical Education Board is
responsible for secondary technical pro-
grams. It designs curricula, conducts
examinations and awards all certificates

‘Islamic University

Degree programs
(continued from previous page)
Length

Entry Requirements

Degree

University of Dhaka (continued)
Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours) .............
Bachelor of Science in Home Economics (Honours)
Bachelor of Homeopathic Medicine .................
Bachelor of Laws (Honours)
Bachelor of FINe AmtS .........cconeemiiniininvsinsisrinscnnes
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery .......
Bachelor of Dental SUGery ......c..coocvvimmrivennrinnenns
Bachelor of Unani Medicine/Ayurvedic Medicine
Bachelor of Education ... 2-year Bachelor's degree .......c..cc...... -
Bachelor of Laws......... 2-year Bachelor's degree ...
Master of Library SCIENCe ... Diploma in Library Science .............. 1 year
Master of Arts/Master of Commerce/Master of Science ............. 2-year Bachelor’s degree/

3-year Bachelor's degree .....2 years/1 year
.. Bachelor of Education ........c.c.v.... 1 year

Master of Arts in Education

Master of PRIIOSOPNY -.v.ccomrverrerrcercemmmsmssmssmmsssisrssimossessersossssrsions Master's degree ...... 2 years
Master of SAtISTICS ........ovvererivcri e 3-year Bachelor's degree ... 1 year
Master of Business Aministration ... Bachelor's degree...... years
Master of Fine ArtS ......cocoounivivins Bachelor of Fine Arts .. ... 2 years
- Master of Science in OrthotiCS .......ccvvvcrrmmiinrincmseescsnserenes Bachelor's degree.........ccooou.. 3.5 years

Master of Social Sciences . 3-year Bachelor's degree/

2-year Bachelor's degree ..... 1 year/2 years

MASEET OF LAWS ...ovovecverveerseressensseceeissnsserssssissssssesssss s snssivsssesssnsansns Bachelor of Laws ..........cocvvivnnee 2 years
Master of Science (Ophthalmology or Cardiology) ...... Bachelor of Medicine & Bachelor of Surgery .3 years
DOGtOT OF PHIIOSOPRY ...ceevverecrrereverirssissrsisessssssssssssssisssssosescresssasssssons Master's degree 2 years
Doctor of Laws ...........c.. . vervrennnnnenn Master of Laws 3 years
Doctor of Literature/Doctor of SGIence ..o Dactor of Philosophy ... 3 years
Independent University, Bangladesh

Bachelor of Business Administration (Honours) HSC 4 years

Bachelor of Science (Honours)
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) .............
Bachelor of Science/Social Science

Master of Business Administration
Bachelor of Computer Science .....
Bachelor of Science in Engineering ..
Bachelor of Arts in Economics ......

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture
Bachelor of Science in Nursing .....
Associate Degree in NUISING ...

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) ..... .

Bachelor of Business Studies (Honours)
Bachelor of Laws (Honours)
Master of Arts/Master of Social Sciences/

Master of Business Studies ... e 3-year Bachelor's degree .....c....cc..... 1 year
Master of LaWs ......covcvereinine Bachelor of Laws (Honours) ............... 1 year
Master of PRIIOSOPHY ..vucuueunirnisersssisressssnsiosaseeniereenetssissssnssrsssssisses Master's degree ........ being formulated
Doctor Of PhIlOSOPRY ........crverrirriimiimmcssismsims i sseinesemmsssissmieione Master’s degree ........ being formulated

Jahangirnagar University

Bachelor of Arts (Honours)/Bachelor of Social Science (Honours)/
Bachelor of Science (HONOUTS) ...t HSC e, 3 years
Master of Arts/Master of Science/Master of Social Science ....... 3-year Bachelor's degree .
Master of PRIOSOPNY «....vcoocovvcvvsrnssnisssisssnssssssssrincean ... Master's degree ...
Doctor of PHIOSOPRY ...c.ouvvrrerccsss i sississssssssrassssssnssrsssssssssenes Master's degree ....

Khuina University

Bachelor Of ATChILECIUNE .......vverrecrrriereere s sis s
Bachelor of Science in Engineering .
Bachelor of SGIENCE (HONOUIS) ........o.ciimmmsrimmssssssssissesesssssseisessiensies

Continued, next page
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and diplomas.

Students who complete grade eight
may take two-year vocational courses at
vocational-technical institutes.

Polytechnics, commercial training
institutes and agriculture training insti-
tutes offer two- and three-year certifi-
cate and diploma programs. Admission
requires the SSC.

Three-year diploma programs are
offered in the fields of civil technology,
mechanical technology, electrical tech-
nology, power technology, electronics
technology, architectural technology,
chemical and food technology, ceramic
technology, surveying, marine engineer-
ing technology and agriculture.

Two-year certificate programs. are
offered in secretarial sciences. Two-year
diploma programs are offered in print-
ing technology and commerce.

Students who complete the Diploma
in Technology may enter bachelor of en-
_ gineering programs. '

University education v

Before 1947, all colleges in Bang-
ladesh were affiliated with the Univer-
sity of Calcutta in India. From 1947 on,
the colleges have been affiliated with the
University of Dhaka.

There are three types of universities
in Bangladesh: general, special and
open.

General universities have defined ter-
ritorial jurisdictions, and all colleges that
come within the territory are automati-
cally under the control of the universi-

ty.

Universities in Bangladesh are both

teaching and affiliating institutions.
Affiliating institutions are not teach-

ing institutions. Instruction is conduct-

ed at colleges; however, universities

design the syllabuses and conduct the.

examinations.

The academic-year runs from Sep-
tember through August.

The University Grants Commission
(UGC) was established in 1973 by pres-
idential order.

The UGC’s primary responsibility is
coordinating academic programs, pro-
moting research activities, acting as a
liaison between the universities and the
government, and allocating funds and

Degree

Degree programs

(confrnued from previous page)

Entry Regulrements . Length
Khulna University (continued) : o
Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy HSC 4-years
Bachelor of Business Administration HSC .. 4 years
National University .
Bachelor of Arts (Pass)/Bachelor of Science (Pass)/ :
Bachelor of Sqcial Science {Pass)/Bachelor of Commerce (Pass) HSC ... 2 years
Bachelor of Arts {(Honours)/Bachelor of Science (Honours)/ :
Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) .......... - HSC .. Jyears
Bachelor of Education ' 2-year Bachelor's degree .................. Tyear’
Bachelor of Laws

Master of Arts/Master of Science/Master of Social Sciences/

2-year Bachelor's degree ............. 2 years

.. 2-year Bachelor's degree/ ‘

Master of Commerce

Master of Philosophy

3-year Bachelor's degree ..... 2 years/1 year
Master's degree ..

Doctor of Philosophy ..

North South University
Bachelor of Business Administration ..

Master's degree ..

HSC

Master of Business Adminisiration ...

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science

- Bachelor.of Science in Economics

Master of Arts/Science in Economics

Bachelor of Arts in English

‘Bachelor of Arts/Science in Envrronmental Studres

Bachelor of Science (Honours)

Bachelor of Social Science (Honours)

i Umversrty of Rajshahi '

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours)/
Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours)

" Bachelor of Arts (Honours)/Bachelor of Science (Honours)/

" Bachelor of Laws (Honours)

Bachelor of Medrclne and Bachelor of Surgery

Bachelor of Laws

Master of Laws »

o rivre 4 years

Bachelor's degree ...........ccrure 2 years

O - 4 years

HSC 4 years

Bachelor's degree ..........c...... 1 year

HSC . ‘ 4 years

HSC 4 years

Shahjalal Umversuy of Sclence and Technology

g 3 years
HSC; a3 years

HSC 3 years

. HSC ... .4 years

HSC ... Rt 1

2-year Bachelor's degree .............. 2 years

Bachelor of Laws (Honours)/

Bachelor of Laws ........... 1 year/2 years }

Master of Arts/Master of Commerce/Master of Science/ .

. 2-year | Bachelor s degreel

Master of Social Sciences ......

3—year Bachelor's degree ..... 2 years/1 year ,'

Mester of Philosophy
Doctor of Phllosophy

Master's degree
Master S degree

Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery

‘Umversity of Scrence and Technology, Chittagong
HSC

5 years

Bachelor of Pharmacy ..

HSC .. 3years

Bachelor of Business Administration........

..HSC -, .4 years

\

grants to universities.

The commission is also responsible
for assessing the needs of individual
universities and advising the govern-
ment on future developments in higher
education. _

In 1986, the four engineering colleg-
es (Rajshahi, Chittagong, Khulna and
Dhaka) were changed to the Bangladesh
Institutes of Technologies (BITs). The
BITs are autonomous and award their
own degrees. They operate outside the
UGC system and have a council of in-

stitutes with a “minister-in-charge” of
education in the government of Bang-
ladesh.

Each BIT has separate boards of gov-
ernors and academic councils.

In 1992, the government authorized
the establishment of private universities
in Bangladesh. Private universities were
permitted to operate in response to the
growing demand for higher education
and the lack of space at public universi-
ties.

Currently 16 private universities have
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opened. They are modeled after higher

education in the United States: bache- |

lor’s degree programs are four-years
long, they use a credit hour system and
follow the U.S. academic calendar.

English is the medium of instruction
in all but two private universities: Darul
Ihsan University and Islamic Universi-
ty of Chittagong, which are funded by
Muslim sources.

Admission

Admission to a university requires
the HSC or its equivalent. There are ad-
mission tests required for medical col-
leges, the BITs and university
departments.

Bachelor’s degrees

General universities offer courses in
arts, social sciences, sciences and com-
merce. :

There are two different bachelor’s
degrees: a two-year pass degree and a
three-year honours degree.

Pass degrees consist of three subjects
studied over two years. Honours degrees
require two subsidiary subjects and one
principal subject studied over three
years.

With a few exceptions, pass degrees
are taught at colleges and honours de-
grees are taught at universities.

There are three-year bachelor’s de-
grees in pharmacy and religious stud-
ies.

Bachelor’s degrees in agriculture,
engineering, dentistry, law, nursing and
veterinary medicine are four years long.
Those in architecture and medicine are
five years.

Second bachelor’s degrees

Holders of the two-year pass degree
may continue into a second bachelor’s
degree program.

The bachelor of laws is two years and
the bachelor of education is one year.

Master’s degrees

Master of arts (MA), science (MSc)
and commerce (MCom) degrees are
awarded at general universities.

The length of the program is two
years after a pass degree or one year af-
ter an honours degree.

Master’s degrees in engineering, ar-
chitecture, agriculture and urban and
regional planning require a relevant
four-year first degree.

The length of these programs is 1.5
years.

Research degrees

The master of philosophy (MPhil) is
two years after the MA or the MSc. Doc-
toral programs require a minimum of
two years after the MSc in engineering,
MPhil or the MSc in agriculture.

Teacher education

Primary teachers are trained at pri-
mary training institutes. The program is
one year and requires the SSC for ad-
mission for women and the HSC for
men.
The National Academy for Primary
Education is responsible for conducting
examinations at the conclusion of the
one-year course.

Upon successful completion of the
examination, primary teachers are
awarded a certificate in education.

Vocational teacher training is offered
at the Vocational Teacher Training In-
stitute. The institute offers two-year pro-
grams. The Technical Teacher’s Training
College offers short-term, 4-week train-
ing courses.

Physical education teachers are
trained at physical education colleges.
The colleges offer a one-year junior di-
ploma in physical education and a one-
year bachelor of physical education.

Admission to the junior diploma pro-
gram requires the HSC, and the bache-
lor of physical education requires a

-two-year bachelor’s degree.

Technical teacher training is offered
at the Technical Teacher’s Training Col-
lege. The college offers a one-year di-
ploma in technical education and a
two-year bachelor of education (téchnol-
0gy).

The diploma in technical education
requires a diploma in technology for ad-
mission and the bachelor of education
(technology) requires the diploma in
technical education.

Secondary teachers must complete a
two-year bachelor’s degree, followed by
a one-year bachelor’s degree. There are
also master’s degrees and doctoral pro-
grams in education.

Recognized private
institutions
established
between 1992-1996

4 Comilla University

4 Asian University of
Bangladesh

4 University of Asia Pacific

4 Queens University

4 People’s University of
Bangladesh

4 North South University

4 Independent University of
Bangladesh

4 Central Women'’s University

4 Gono University

4 International University of
Business, Agriculture and
Technology

4 University of Science and
Technology

4 Ahsanullah University of
Science and Technology

4 East West University

4 Darul lhsan University

4 Islamic University of
Chittagong

¢ AMA International University

Recognized public
institutions

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Gazipur

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Rajshahi

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Khulna

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Chittagong

4 College of Textile Technology
(Under MOE)

4 College of Leather
Technology (Under MOE)

4 Islamic Centre for Technical
and Vocational Training and
Research (founded by the
Organization of Islamic
Countries)
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Korac said the universities were )

appealing to foreign institutions to
send letters of protest to the Yugo-

slav authorities.
- Chronicle of Higher Education
June 12, 1998

UNITED KINGDOM
Edinburgh’s Queen Margaret
College has won the right to con-
fer its own research degrees. By
order of the Privy Council, the col-
lege was granted full research de-
gree awarding powers on June 1.
This decision makes Queen
Margaret the first Scottish higher
education college to make the
same full range of academic
awards as universities.
- Times Higher Education
Supplement
May 29, 1998

The University of Oxford will
offer degree courses over the In-
ternet under plans that could trans-
form the prestige of distance
learning.

The plan is backed by Microsoft
cofounder Paul Allen, whose vir-
tua] education foundation will fund
the online courses that are to be
launched next year.

The course will be offered to
postgraduates in medicine, com-
puting and software engineering.

Oxford teachers will supervise
study using e-mail, Internet discus-
sions and voice-based conferenc-
ing. There will also be occasional
face-to-face meetings.

The courses will be phased in
over five years.

- Financial Times
July 20, 1998

BRAZIL

In June, 138,600 graduating se--
niors at Brazilian universities were
given a special test designed to
evaluate the country’s university
system.

The purpose of the National

Examination of Courses is to help
gauge the success of various de-
gree programs in preparing stu-
dents for careers.

Degree programs receive
grades of “A” through “E,” based
primarily on the results of the ex-
ams.

The grades are widely publi-
cized. Institutions receiving poor
marks are visited by committees
of experts appointed by the minis-
try to help identify problems and
suggest solutions.

If test scores continue to be un-
satisfactory, or the institution fails
to act on the recommendations of
the experts, programs can be de-
certified, and an institution can
even lose its accreditation.

The first such exams were ad-
ministered in 1996 to students
completing law, civil engineering
and management programs.

A year later, exams were given
in a total of six fields, and this year,
exams were given in 10 fields.

Eventually, all students will take
the exams. _

The results have not been en-
couraging.

Programs at only 11 percent of
universities got top marks, and
those at one-third of all institutions
— many of them private — were
judged to be below standard.

Brazil wants to develop ways to
regulate postsecondary education.
The nation’s system is made up
primarily of federal and state uni-
versities, but large numbers of pri-
vate institutions have
been added to the mix in
recent years.

Up to now, the coun-
try has not had a system-
atic way of evaluating
institutions.

This situation has
contributed to the prolif-
eration of private colleg-
es and universities —
many of them propri-
etary institutions that
pay more attention to
the bottom line than to

academic quality.
Students say the exams have
helped bring about improvements.
- Chronicle of Higher Education
July 17, 1998

Middle East

EGYPT

South Valley University, which
began operation as a branch of As-
siut University in 1970, was estab-
lished as an independent institution
on Jan. 2, 1995 by government
decree.

The university’s headquarters is
located in Qena, 600 kilometers
south of Cairo. There are three
campuses in Sohag, Qena and
Aswan,

The university has seven facul-
ties: arts, commerce, education,
engineering, medicine and surgery,
and science.

- South Valley University
<http:/fwww.frcu.eun.eg/iwww/
universities/html/j-wadi. html>

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

The Ajman University of Sci-
ence and Technology, founded in
1988 by decree of the Supreme
Council Ruler of Ajman, was rec-
ognized by the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research
on May 3, 1994.

The university consists of sev-
en departments: business admin-
istration; computer science and
engineering; dentistry; education;

Ajman University's Website address is:
www.ajman.ac.ae
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engineering; foreign languages
and translation; and pharmacy.
Programs leading to bachelor’s
degrees include: computer science;
computer engineering; electrical
engineering (with concentrations
in electronic engineering or com-
munications engineering); busi-
ness administration; English and
translation; and education (with
teaching specializations in Arabic
language and Islamic studies;
mathematics and science).
- Ajman University of Science
and Technology
<http://www.ajman.ac.ae>

Newly

Independent
States

MONGOLIA
In March 1994, the Ministry of
Science and Education approved
aresolution conferring a new char-
ter to Mongolian State University.
The institution has been renamed
the National University of Mon-

golia.

- Correspondence from the
National University of Mongolia
June 22, 1998

RUSSIA

On March 28, 1997, the Minis-
try of General and Professional
Education reorganized the Sochi
branch of the St. Petersburg-based
Russian State Pedagogical Univer-
sity.

It is now called the Pedagogi-
cal Institute of the Sochi State Uni-
versity of Tourism and Recreation.

In July 1998, the ministry also
renamed the State Academy of
Management, located in Moscow.
The new name of the institution is
State University of Management.

- Correspondence from Sochi
State University of Tourism &
Recreation and the State
University of Management

North America

UNITED STATES

For the first time, the percent-
age of young black adults who
earned a high school diploma last
year equaled that of young whites,
according to areport from the U.S.
Census Bureau.

And for the second consecutive

year, the percentage of young
women who had earned high
school and bachelor’s degrees sur-
passed that of young men.

The Census Bureau issues a re-
port every two years on Ameri-
cans’ levels of education.

In the 25 to 29 age group, 86
percent of blacks were high school
graduates last year, compared with
87 percent of whites.

The bureau considers those fig-
ures statistically equal.

“In the last decade, the number
of white (high school graduates)
has leveled out,” said Jennifer Day,
the chief of the education and so-
cial-stratification branch of the
Census Bureau. “Blacks were trail-
ing, but they’ve ... caught up.”

Blacks still lag behind whites
when it comes to college degrees,
however.

Thirteen percent of young

blacks had obtained a bachelor’s
or advanced degree as of last year,
compared with 25 percent of
whites and 42 percent of Asian-
Americans in the same age group,
according to the report Education-
al Attainment in the United States:
March 1997, released in July.

Women surpassed men in edu-
cational attainment for the first
time in 1996.

As of last year, 89 percent of
young women had completed high
school, and 29 percent had earned
abachelor’s, graduate or postgrad-
uate degree. The figures for men
were 86 percent and 26 percent,
respectively.

“For women, it has been a
steady haul upwards,” Day said.
“In the 1960s and 1970s, women
were going to college but not nec-
essarily finishing.”

" Hispanics had the lowest levels

of educational attainment of any
group tracked as of last year, the
report says.

Some 62 percent of young His-
panic adults had completed high
school, 33 percent had finished
some college or more, and 11 per-
cent had completed a bachelor’s
degree or more.

- Education Week on the Web
July 8, 1998

U.S. 25- to 29-year olds with a college degree

50%

40% —
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I
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T
Asian-Americans

Source: Education Week on the Web
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Vocational credentials and higher
education: Closer relations ahead

nce a topic of little con-
cern outside its own do-
main, vocational educa-

tion now holds a central place in
reform debates raging in dozens of
countries.

Politicians, employers and re-
formers of every stripe have called
for new broad-policy initiatives
and major funding commitments
to raise the standard of academic
and technical competence at every
level of education.

During the last decade, some
ambitious programs have been
launched in several countries.

U.S. admission officers can
therefore expect to see a number
of new vocational credentials from
their international applicants in
addition to the academic certifi-
cates they have come to expect.

How should these credentials be

-treated for admission and transfer

purposes?
To begin answering this ques-

tion, it may be helpful to outline
the major ideas that have driven
policy reforms in most countries.

During the last 30 years, gov-
ernments and employers have re-
sponded to economic crisis and
labor force restructuring with crit-
icism of both academic and voca-
tional education.

A series of reports published in
the 1970s and 1980s found exist-
ing vocational programs failed
both students and employers.

Programs were judged to be too
narrowly defined and lacking in
curricula, which were not rigorous
enough to equip students with an
analytical foundation for further
learning or the flexibility neces-
sary to deal with changes in the
workplace.

Criticism of academic programs
focused on their lack of relevance
to real-world contexts.

These two lines of criticism

suggested a new framework in
which the greatest strengths of ac-
ademic and vocational education
could be integrated and made mu-
tually beneficial to students and —
as reformers hope — to the econ-
omy as a whole,

As such, the main emphasis in
reform programs to date has been
to enrich the vocational curriculum
with additional (and more demand-
ing) academic content, leading to
more general-purpose credentials.

The common practice of
“streaming” vocational students
into special institutions effective-
ly removes them from the general
high school population.

General or academic high
schools reinforce this segregation
by making only a few vocational
courses available to students.

And although differences in
curriculum were to be expected
under these circumstances, they
could be severe.

In the United States for exam-
ple, a formula developed by the
Federal Vocational Board and
adopted by state educators for most
of this century called for only 25
percent of vocational student time
to be given to academic subjects.

In other countries, the outcome
of vocational streaming often re-
sulted in students receiving final
credentials that could not be used
for entry into higher education.

All of this is changing, howev-
er, and in many countries articula-
tion agreements worked out at the
national level make it possible for
students with vocational creden-
tials to proceed to higher educa-
tion with less difficulty.

In the United Kingdom, for ex-
ample, the new Advanced Gener-
al National Vocational
Qualification can be used for uni-
versity admission.

In Ireland, the recently intro-

duced National Vocational Certif-
icate Level Two can admit students
to postsecondary programs at re-
gional technical colleges and in-
stitutes of technology.

In Australia, South Africa and
New Zealand, reform is taking
place through the development of
national qualification frameworks
in which credentials of every type
can be understood as falling with-
in a unified structure of education-
al progress.

Similar ideas are present in the
“Tech Prep” initiative introduced
in the United States by the Perkins
Act of 1990. Tech Prep programs
are designed to begin in high
school and continue in two- and
four-year colleges.

When reviewing vocational cre-
dentials, then, admission/transfer
officers should always consider the
following questions:

B [s the curriculum exclusive-
ly or narrowly vocational (e.g.,
trade education, certification of
competency in a limited number
of skill areas)? Or is it an integrat-
ed program containing general/ac-
ademic subjects as well?

B Will the credential admit the
student to any sector of postsec-
ondary education in the home
country? If so, which one? Would
placement in your institution rep-
resent a comparable educational
pathway?

B What is your own institution’s
policy for U.S. vocational-techni-
cal high school graduates? Are you
applying this policy to internation-
al applicants in a consistent way?

By keeping these questions in
mind, you can better identify the
growing number of foreign voca-
tional qualifications that serve as
appropriate preparation for higher
education.
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Berufsakademien: Neither here nor there?

by Axel Markert
Director, International Relations
University of Tiibingen

he title of an article in the

Deutsche Universitdtszei-

tung in 1996 (“Weder
Fisch noch Fleisch”) ! would lead
one to believe that Berufsakade-
mien (BAs) are hybrid institutions,
belonging neither to the business
nor to the higher educational sec-
tor.

In a way this is true, and their
dual structure does entail strengths
as well as weaknesses.

These “university-level acade-
mies of professional education” (to
quote from a sponsored section of
the International Herald Tribune)
were formally established in 1974
in the German state of Baden-

- Wiirttemberg as a complement to

the existing institutions of higher
education: universities, teacher-
training institutions (Padagogische
Hochschulen) and polytechnics
(Fachhochschulen).

Their aim was to “integrate
training facilities of the employ-
ment sector and activities of state
higher educational institutions in
a joint effort at cooperative edu-
cation of the highest standards” .

The BAs remained a Baden-
Wiirttemberg peculiarity for near-
ly two decades, and therefore their
graduates often ran into problems
of recognition in the other federal
states.

Meanwhile BAs, modeled after
the Baden-Wiirttemberg institu-
tions, exist in Berlin and Saxony
as well, and will be established in
Thiiringen as of the coming aca-
demic year.

In September 1995, the Stand-
ing Conference of Ministers of
Education of the German states
(Kultusministerkonferenz, or
KMK for short) finally agreed that
the “final qualifications awarded
by Berufsakademien ... are final

qualifications at the tertiary level.”
Therefore, they are considered to
be equivalent to Fachhochschule
degrees if a number of prerequi-
sites are met:

B The entrance requirements are
to be identical to those of the other
higher educational institutions.
Therefore, the general Abitur is the
entrance ticket for the BAs and it
is interesting to note that Fach-
hochschulreife (the admissions re-
quirement for the Fachhochs-
chulen) is not sufficient for BAs.

B A minimum of 40 percent of
the total teaching duties have to be
fulfilled by full-time professors of
the BA.

B Individual BAs must offer at
least two different degree programs
with a number of special subjects.

B A final thesis has to be com-
pleted within a period of three
months. It is to be evaluated by an
examiner from one of the state Stu-
dienakademien (for instance,
the academic components of the
BAs) who must be a professor.

M Quality assessment and teach-
ing standards are to be controlled
by the Studienakademie.

Germany has always taken
pride in what has been called its
“dual system” — the combination
of academic and practical training
in secondary and higher education.

In higher education, the Fach-
hochschulen introduced a cooper-
ative model by making internships
a mandatory part of their curricu-
lum.

The BAs went one step further:
periods of course work alternate
about every 10-14 weeks with on-
the-job training throughout the cur-
riculum.

Students at BAs have about 30-
34 contact hours per week during
their academic semesters, for a to-
tal of 2,100 (business administra-
tion and social work) to 2,400
(engineering) contact hours — a
figure which is roughly equivalent

to the course load at Fachhochs-
chulen.

Some BAs have had even high-
er course loads (up to 3,000 in en-
gineering). But it seems that, for
economic reasons, they will even-
tually have to settle for loads
which are 5 to 15 percent lower
than at Fachhochschulen.

A Berufsakademie, then, is a
joint venture of the state higher
educational system and private
business.

Several of Baden-Wiirttem-
berg’s globally-oriented compa-
nies originally joined forces with
the state administration, represent-
ed by the Ministry of Science,
Research and the Arts to create this
new type of institution in 1972.

Dissatisfaction with the existing
higher educational institutions cer-
tainly played a role in launching
this initiative. As elsewhere in the
world, industry had long com-
plained about the lack of practical
training at traditional universities.

In Germany, the establishment
of Fachhochschulen after the
1960s (Baden-Wiirttemberg has
more than 20 of them) resulted
from that discontent.

Meanwhile there are now eight
BAs in Baden-Wiirttemberg (in-
cluding two with branch campus-
es) enrolling about 13,000 students
who are educated and trained in
cooperation with nearly 4,000
companies.

What does the Berufsakademie
have that a Fachhochschule
doesn’t?

Above all, the difference is
characterized by a very direct in-
fluence of the companies involved.

On the state level, subject com-
missions (Fachkommissionen)
were created that set the curricu-
[um for the different subject areas
in business administration, engi-
neering and social work.

One-half the members of these
commissions are representatives of
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the companies.
The same is true for the liaison

and coordination committees

(Koordinierungsausschiisse), and
the companies are also represent-
ed on the examination boards.

Itis a unique feature of the BAs
that private business is thus grant-
ed a say in all matters, practical as
well as academic.

To qualify as a “training com-
pany,” a business must meet spe-
cific requirements regarding its
size, the qualifications of its train-
ing staff and the quality of its train-
ing facilities.

A student at one of the BAs is
always a company intern at the
same time.

In fact, a contract with a com-
pany is a prerequisite for enroll-
ment. This contract provides for
periods of release by the compa-
nies to the Studienakademie for the
trainees’ study terms.

The companies also provide the
students with training allowances
of varying amounts for both the
academic and the practical periods
of their course of study.

On average, companies annual-
ly invest close to 70,000 Deutsche-
marks per student.

The big advantage of this
scheme is that a job for the BAs’
graduates is practically a built-in
feature.

In 1995, 84 percent of the grad-
uates were employed immediate-
ly, two thirds of them with the
company where they interned.

This very direct relationship
between graduation and employ-
ment, however, also hides a seri-
ous flaw. Student numbers are
dictated by industrial demand, and
if the general economy slows
down, the BAs’ enrollment will
also decline.

The numbers of first-year stu-
dents dropped by nearly 20 percent
in the period of relative recession
between 1990 and 1995.

Some of the BAs have never
actually attained the enrollment
figures for which they were

planned, but most of E&
them are growing again.
It remains to be seen
whether a recovering
economy will produce
the desired numbers.

It is fair to say the
BAs could not exist
without the universities
and the Fachhochs-
chulen from which they
recruit, on a part-time
basis, the vast majority
of their professors.

Many others are
practitioners from business.

The high percentage of part-
time teachers was obviously a
matter of concern for the KMK
(see above) when they agreed to
give the BAs their stamp of ap-
proval. -

This is why they have asked that
at least two-fifths of the faculty be
full-timers.

~ The BAs, on the other hand, see
the employment of part-time fac-
ulty as one of their major assets
because it provides a maximum of
flexibility, practical orientation and
up-to-date content.

Upon completion of their pro-
gram, BA graduates are awarded
adegree such as Diplom-Ingenieur
(BA), Diplom-Betriebswirt (BA)
or Diplom-Sozialpidagoge (BA)
for engineering, business admin-
istration and social work. Accord-
ing to the KMK’s ruling, these
degrees are considered to be equiv-
alent to the corresponding Fach-
hochschule qualifications, which
carry the abbreviation (FH) fol-
lowing the degree title.

Thus, the internal pecking or-
der of German higher education
institutions is not quite as clear as
it used to be.

The designation “university,”
however, remains very much in
demand with all of them.

While the Fachhochschulen as-
pire to be “Universities of Applied
Science,” some of the BAs would
like to be called “Universities for
Applied Studies.”

Welcoine to the Berufsakademie Baden-Wiirttemberg

BAMorbach

BARorlsruhe BA Stugart
BA Srutgast-Horb
VWA Stuttg

BA Hridenheim

BA Rivensburg
BA Ravensburg-Tettnang

- University for I»' : ) li
M Applied Studies: Eﬁ? o
- . + Ve A

For more information, see the BA Wehsite
at: www.ba-bw.de.

One man’s owl is another man’s
nightingale, as we say in Germa-
ny.
Note: I am grateful to Dr. Lud-
wig Spielmann of the Berufsakad-
emie Mosbach for letting me have
his draft manuscript of an English-
language brochure on the “Beruf-
sakademie Baden-Wiirttemberg
317 His institution also plays a
central coordinating role in inter-
national cooperation for all the
BAs in Baden-Wiirttemberg. The
contact address is:
Berufsakademie Mosbach Arnold
Janssen-Strasse 9-13 D 74821
Mosbach, Telephone: 011-49-
6261-87-112, Fax: 011-49-6261-
87-123, Electronic Mail:
ipc@ba-mosbach.de

[1] Markus Collalti, “Weder Fisch noch
Fleisch,” Deutsche Universititszeitung, 1-2,
1996 (pp.14 f).

[2] Rudolf Mann, Berufsakademie — An
Alternative to University Studies, Stuttgart,
1991 (p.4)

[3] It may be somewhat confusing for the
outsider that, in Baden-Wiirttemberg, the term
Berufsakademie is used both for the whole net-
work of state BAs (The Berufsakademie Baden-
Wiirttemberg) as well as for individual
institutions — the Berufsakademie Mosbach. It
bears repeating: All BAs have an academic
part, the Studienakademie and a training com-
pany for each student. The building(s), howev-
er, will invariably be called Berufsakademie
(not Studienakademie).

a directory of
-Berufsakademien.
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A Directory of Berufsakademien

Also see the BA home page on the World Wide Web:
http://www.ba-bw.de.

Berufsakademie Heidenheim Wilhelmstrae

10 89518 Heidenheim

Telephone: 011-49-7321-38-19-41 Fax: 011-49-7321-38-19-47
World Wide Web: http://www.ba-heidenheim.de/

Electronic Mail: ott@ba-heidenheim.de

Berufsakademie Karlsruhe Erzbergerstrale

121 76133 Karlsruhe

Telephone; 011-49-721-9-73-55 Fax: 011-49-721-9-73-56-00
World Wide Web: http:/fwww.ba-karlsruhe.de/

Electronic Mail: inle@ba-karlsruhe.de

Berufsakademie Lorrach Hangstrale

48 79539 Lérrach

Telephone: 011-49-7621-2071-0 Fax: 011-49-7621-2071-119
World Wide Web: http://www.ba-loerrach.de/

Electronic Mail: info@ba-loerrach.de

Berufsakademie Mannheim Coblitzweg

7 68163 Mannheim

Telephone: 011-49-621-41-05-0 Fax: 011-49-621-41-05-101
World Wide Web: http://www.ba-mannheim.de/

Electronic mail: info@ba-mannheim.de

Berufsakademie Mosbach Lohrtalweg

10 74821 Mosbach

Telephone: 011-49-6261-8-71-00

Fax: 011-49-6261-8-75-04

World Wide Web: http:/iwww.ba-mosbach.de/
Electronic Mail: info@ba-mosbach.de

Berufsakademie Ravensburg AuBenstelle Tettnang
HofkammerstraBe

40 88069 Teftnang

Telephone: 011-49-7542-5-28-11

Fax: 011-49-7542-5-35-89

Berufsakademie Ravensburg Marienplatz

2 88212 Ravensburg

Telephone: 011-49-751-8-06-27-00

Fax: 011-49-751-1-76-95

World Wide Web: http://www.ba-ravensburg.de/
Electronic Mail: info@ba-ravensburg.de

Berufsakademie Stuttgart AuRenstelle Horb Florianstrafie
572160 Horb a. N.

Telephone: 011-49-7451-5-21-0

Fax: 011-49-7451-5-21-111

World Wide Web: http://www.ast-horb.ba-stuttgart.de/
Electronic Mail: info@ast-horb.ba-stuttgart.de

Berufsakademie Stuttgart Jagerstrafe

56 70174 Stuttgart

Telephone: 011-49-711-18-49-660

Fax: 011-49-711-18-49-719

World Wide Web: http://www.ba-stuttgart.de/
Electronic Mail: info@ba-stuttgart.de

Berufsakademie Villingen-Schwenningen Erzbergerstrafe
17 78054 Villingen-Schwenningen

Telephone: 011-49-7720-3-90-60

Fax: 011-49-7720-39-06-21

World Wide Web: http://www.ba-vs.de/

Electronic Mail: info@ba-vs.de

 Studienakademie der Wiirtt. Verwaltungs- und Wirtschafts-

Akademie (VWA Stuttgart) Neckarstriie \“
88 70190 Stuttgart 7
Telephone: 011-49-711-2-10-41-45

Fax: 011-49-711-2-10-41-60

World Wide Web: http://www.vwa.ba-stuttgart.de/

Electronic Mail: info@vwa.ba-stuttgart.de
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