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U.S. & European Community Begin

Conversation On Exchanges

An announcement made in Brussels this
past November 16th may prove important for
higher education on this side of the Atlantic.
On that day, U.S. Secretary of State James A.
Baker III and European Community Presi-
dent Jacques Delors told the press that the
U.S. and the EC have agreed to set up a joint
working group on higher education and con-
tinuing training. The aim of this small group
of government officials—which will draw

savily on the advice of the higher education
., Jamunity—will be to “define ways to de-
‘velop cooperation in the field of higher edu-

spite the close cultural and economic ties
between the U.S. and Europe, the higher
education linkages—the flow of students
and faculty, and the degree of institu-
tional cooperation—are weak, at least as
measured in some obvious ways. For
instance, it is interesting that while about
25 percent of all the goods exported by
the U.S. goes to the 12 nations of the EC
(Ireland, the UK., the newly united Ger-
many, France, Luxembourg, Belgium,
Spain, Portugal, Greece, Denmark, Italy,
and the Netherlands), these same nations

by Charles Karelis

to Europe are tiny—Iless than 3
percent of all American college
students.

Speaking more impression-
istically, European and U.S. uni-
versities seem to be on different
wavelengths—with different standards, dif-
ferent social missions, different teaching
methods, and a different view of what being
a university student is about.

What effect, wondered U.S. officials,
would this weakness of our educational

.links with Europe have on our economic

and cultural relations with Europe in the
long run? In particular, might not the isola-
tion of the two education systems make it
needlessly difficult for European and U.S.
professionals and business people to work
abroad? And would this not disadvantage

cation and continuing training, including in consumers and providers of services on both
_-particular the exchange of academic faculty, Charles Karelis is Director of shores—especially in the era of the multina-
-staff, and students” (emphasis added). Baker the Fund for the Improvement tional corporation?
_ and Delors expressed confidence that the ac- of Postsecondary Education. But, alerted by a report by Professor
tivities of this working group would actually John Harris of Samford University in Ala-

. “stimulate the flow of academic staff and
., students between the U.S. and Europe.”

bama, these same U.S. officials recognized
an opportunity as well as a problem. The

buy only about 10 percent of our “educa-
tional exports™—as measured by the num-

Behind the announcement lay several
months of transatlantic discussion about edu-
cational exchange, initiated by officials of
the U.S. Department of Education, These of-
ficials had been struck by a discrepancy. De-

bers of foreign university students who
come to the U.S. from the various parts
of the world. Conversely, while amajor-
ity of Americans who study abroad study
in Europe, the absolute numbers that go

opportunity was that the EC had recently
committed itself to a big push in the field of
student and faculty exchange, or “mobil-
ity,” as they are likelier to call it in Europe.
This new EC effort prompted the U.S. offi-

continued on page 23

- INSIDE

10
19
) 21

COUNTRY UPDATES...More Australian mergers...China to double vocational-technical
3 training...former East German education system being dismantled...will the real Japanese
undergraduate please stand up?...Porfuguese overwhelmed by “cheerful and sexy” Brazilians.
SPANISH EDUCATION TODAY...Spain striving to catch up with European Community...
STUDY ABROAD...How U.S. Administrators, Students and Parents Weathered the Gulf Crisis.

CHANGES ADOPTED BY CNAA. _ listing of institutions now awarding own degrees...

For Professionals in International Education



cials to propose the creation of a small
bilateral study group that would look at

the advantages, for both sides, of somehow
hooking the U.S. and its universities into’
sahese new EC efforts. It was this study

coup that Secretary Baker and Presi-
dent Delors announced in November.
The seriousness of the EC’s commit-
ment to expanding student and faculty
mobility is what made the notion of U.S.
participation so intriguing. In fact, the EC
had announced the goal of having fully 10
percent of all EC university students do
some portion of their studies in another EC
country by 1995. To thisend, the Brussels-
based EC government had launched—that
is, launched, and generously funded—a
series of elaborate exchange “schemes,”
or, in our terms, government programs.
The main one of these programs, cre-
atedin 1987, isknown as ERASMUS—the
European Community Action Scheme for
the Mobility of University Students. With
a budget over the next three years of
about $190 million and 27,000 student
grantees (1988-89 figures), ERASMUS must
be the most ambitious exchange program
ever created.
ERASMUS defies easy summary, but

5! has a number of salient features. One
G ssential feature is that participants re-

ceive full academic credit at their home

. university for their foreign study—assum-
* ing they successfully complete their work

abroad. Thismakes it possible for students

~ to study abroad without delaying the

"~

completion of their degrees and adding
unduly to the cost of their education.

But the real trick is that this academic
recognition is grounded in fact, rather than
fiat or faith. That is, the EC member na-
tions do not require their universities to
give credit for study at the universities of
the other member nations as a matter of
law. (If this seems too intrusive to take
seriously, consider that after 1992, most
professional recognition bodies in the EC
countries will be required to accord auto-
matically to all EC citizens whatever pro-
fessional status they have in their home
nations.) Nor is the recognition of foreign
study based on a simple act of faith by one
university in the quality and rigor of an-
other—not, perhaps, unheard of in the case

_-of recognition of foreign study by U.S.

/:)olleges.
Rather, the ERASMUS strategy is to
encourage academic departments at vari-

EXChange continued from page one

ous universities to form small, wholly vol-
untary groups that understand each other’s
standards and curricula on the basis of
faculty visits and often joint curricular
planning—for both of which activities
ERASMUS funds are also available. The
catalogue of these ERASMUS consortia
runs to 897 pages! See box for an
example of a virtually self-explanatory entry.

A second essential feature is that tui-
tion is waived by the host university,
though it is paid at the student’s home
university, just as if that student had not
gone abroad. A third feature is that stu-
dents are eligible for grants from the EC—
averaging about $2,000—to cover the costs
of travel and the difference in cost of
living between the home country and the
host country. A fourth feature is that, at
least ideally, there will be a rough wash
between the incoming and the outgoing
students in each country, this being what

makes the whole scheme economically
feasible; however, it is a current problem
of the ERASMUS scheme that more stu-
dents want to go from the southern EC
countries to the northern ones than want to
go from the northem ones to the southern.
It may help make the ERASMUS
scheme clear to list some advantages that
might strike an American student who is
contemplating a semester in Europe as he
or she reviews the options. First, the stu-
dent would be taking courses whose sub-
stance was not only known to the teachers
back home, but had very likely been jointly
planned by them. Second, there would
probably be a careful evaluation of the
student’s actual success in these courses—
which is often not available to American
students who now study abroad. Third, the
student might have 10 or even more Euro-
pean universities to choose from, rather
continued on next page
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tages of some kind of U.S. participa-
tion in ERASMUS? Besides support-
ing research into such issues as the

than the one or two with which his major
department had made direct arrange-
ments. Fourth, the European tuition would
be waived, though the tuition in the home
university would be paid--clearly an ad-
vantage to students in inexpensive U.S.
state schools, but a disadvantage to stu-
dents in more expensive private institu-
tions.

What, then, will the new working group
actually do? How will it gauge the advan-

economics of student flow, the group’s
main activity will probably be planning,
supervising, and evaluating a pilot test of
U.S. participation in ERASMUS.

Since the working group has not had its
first meeting as of this writing, obviously
the details of such a pilot test have yet to
be settled. Butit will very likely be small
in scale, last about two years, involve sev-
eral academic subjects, begin with joint
planning by academic departments for stu-

dent exchange rather than with student
exchange itself, and the American colleges
that participate will be selected in an
open competition. This may prove to be
the first step in enhancing our educational
linkages with a major cultural and eco-
nomic partner of the United States. (]
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