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REUNION

B The University of the Indian
Ocean commenced its first degree
program last April — a master’s
in business administration (MBA).
Classes are conducted in both En-
glish and French.

The university, which opened in
January 1998 as a regional insti-
tution, is sponsored by five island
nations situated off the coast of
east Africa: Comoros, Madagas-
car, Mauritius, Reunion and the
Seychelles. Although the school
has no physical campus (it is be-
ing advertised as a university with-
out walls), the MBA program is
currently based at the University
of Mauritius.

The program takes one year to
complete and includes a four-
month internship.

At present, there are eight
schools taking part in the Univer-
sity of the Indian Ocean project:
six in Madagascar, one in Mauri-
tius and one in Reunion. Comoros
and the Seychelles do not have
colleges or universities of their
own. The main office for the Uni-
versity of the Indian Ocean is lo-
cated in St. Denis, the capital of
Reunion.

The European Union has
pledged financial support for the
university during the next three
years.

— Chronicle of Higher Education
April 16, 1999

SOMALIA
B In 1997, the first university

@ ' education

was opened in the self-proclaimed
“Republic of Somaliland,” a
former British protectorate situat-
ed in northwest Somalia. Local
authorities have managed to restore
law and order in this fledgling re-
public, which no country has for-
mally recognized yet, while the rest
of Somalia remains embroiled in
intertribal conflict.

Amoud University currently
enrolls 66 students, including 10
women. Students who have been
accepted at Amoud must complete
two semesters of intensive English-
language training before starting
regular classes, which are taught
in English.

While construction of a perma-
nent campus is being carried out
in the town of Boroma, the univer-
sity is temporarily holding classes
at a local school.

— Chronicle of Higher Education
Jan. 15, 1999

ARGENTINA

B Thousands of students at the
University of Buenos Aires and
other state universities around the
country launched a strike follow-
ing proposed cutbacks in state
funding for education.

In accordance with a structural
adjustment plan sponsored by the
International Monetary Fund, the
government has agreed to trim
$280 million from the education
budget.

— New York Times
May 7, 1999
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CANADA

M In Toronto, university profes-
sors, students and alumni have
formed a coalition to address the
problem of what they call “chron-
ic postsecondary school under-
funding.”

Universities in Ontario receive
the lowest public funding per cap-
ita in all Canada. Years of finan-
cial neglect have resulted in dete-
riorating buildings and have led to
overcrowding, escalating tuition
costs and fleeing professors. Ac-
cording to the Friends of Ontario
Universities, an organization of
alumni associations, Ontario’s in-
stitutions of higher education pres-
ently require an additional $600
million (about $50 per student) in
funding to reach the national av-
erage.

A spokesman for the organiza- -
tion warned that, unless public

Contents'

Regional News

Africa .......ccoeeeiine veeeeie 1
The Americas ............. 1
Asia-Pacific ................ 3
E. Europe &NIS ......... b
Middle East ................ 5
W. Europe .................. 6

Asian Students Have
More Opportunities at
Home ............ v 8

New Structure of
Russian Higher
Education........ SR




WENR Volume 12, Issue 3

World Education News & Reviews .

Publisher: Mariam Assefa
Editor: Robert Sedgwick
Circulation: Nisha Abdullah

World Education News & Reviews (ISSN 0897-
6724) is published bimonthly by World Educa-
tion Services, -a private, not-for-profit
organization founded and incorporated in 1974.
The views expressed in articles and informa-
tion submissions published in WENR are those
of the authors and contributors and not neces-
sarily those of WES. © 1999 World Education
Services. Al rights reserved.

WENR

P.0. Box 745 Old Chelsea Station
New York, NY 10113-0745

Tel.: 212.966.6311

Fax: 212.966.6395

E-Mail: wenr@wes.org
http:/iwww.wes.orgiwenr/wenr.html

Midwest
P.O. Box 11623
Chicago, IL 60611-0623

Southeast
P.0. Box 01-5060
Miami, FL 33101

Washington, DC
P.O. Box 57206
Washington, DC 20037-7206

WES Information Advisory Board
Alan Adelman, |IE Latin America/Mexico

Roberta de Joia, Middlesex University, UK

Cynthia Fish, Baruch College, NY

Mary Anne Grant, 1ISEP

Gail Hochhauser, NAFSA, Assoc. of Int. Edu-
cators

Michael Holcomb, Rutgers — the State Univer-
sity of NJ

John Hopkins, University of Tampere, Finland

K.C. Kalra, Assoc. of Indian Universities

Alan Margolis, ret., Queens College, NY

Axel Markert, University of Tlibingen, Germany

Glenn Shive, Governors State University, IL

Margarita Sianou, WES

Jerry Wilcox, Cornell University, NY

Hans de Wit, University of Amsterdam, The
Netherlands :

Masaru Yamada, Center for Int. Cultural Stud-
ies & Education, Japan

D

@ Proudly printed on recycled paper

Regional News

funding for universities increases dramatically during the
next few years, fewer and fewer students can expect to
have access to higher edication.

In just the last four years alone, tuition has climbed
by more than 60 percent. The new coalition was sure to
press the issue with MPP (Member of Provincial Parlia-
ment) candidates during the June elections.

In April, the Council of Ontario Universities petitioned
the provincial government to invest between $1.2 bil-
lion and $1.8 billion a year to prepare for the deluge of
enrollments expected in 2003.

— The Toronto Star
April 13, 1999

EL SALVADOR

B Romero University, located in the northern prov-
ince of Chalatenengo, opened in 1993 with the aim of
serving the rural community and stemming the outflow
of local talent.

Romero currently enrolls 500 students and offers five-
year professional degrees — called licenciaturas — in
agricultural engineering, education and law. Tuition is
$34 a month. The university also has degree programs
in technical fields such as agricultural and veterinary sci-
ences. Both of these programs take two-and-a-half years
to complete. '

The Ministry of Education recently denied Romero
University permission to grant additional technical de-
grees in accounting, business administration and com-
puter science because it lacks the necessary support sys-
tems (like telephone lines).

Although the university only has 11 classrooms and a
biology lab, more facilities are being planned. Reverend
Gabriel Rodriguez, the university’s acting rector, wants
to add a philosophy department that would enable Cha-
latenango to retain its seminary students.

Each year Chalatenango produces about 1,600 high
school graduates. Until the university was built, students
who wanted to continue their education had to go to San
Salvador, the capital. Many left the country altogether.
A recent study revealed that 14.8 percent of all Salva-
dorians living in Los Angeles originated from Chala-
tenango — a region that comprises only about 3.5 per-
cent of El Salvador's population.

— Chronicle of Higher Education
May 7, 1999

MEXICO

B Latin America’s largest institution of higher edu-
cation, the National Autonomous University of Mexico,
has been crippled by three consecutive weeks of strikes.
Students have barricaded themselves around the off-cam-
pus buildings, where they are scheduled to take final
exams.

The strikers are protesting the university’s plans to
increase tuition from the U.S. equivalent of 2 cents a
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semester to $90. This is the first
tuition hike in 50 years.

— New York Times:

May 13, 1999

UNITED STATES

W U.S. News and World Report
recently published a list of warn-
ing signs that could help students
and college officials distinguish
between legitimate institutions and
phony “diploma mills.”

Signs to look for:

1) Misspellings and/or gram-
matical mistakes in the catalogues.

2) Overemphasis on degree ti-
tles following a professor’s name
(for example, Dr. John Smith,
Ph.D., Ed.D,, etc.).

3) Students are asked to send
application forms, other docu-
ments, checks, etc., to rented post-
office boxes.

4) Tuition charged by the degree
instead of by the credit hour,
course or semester.

5) Discounts offered for enroll-
ing in two or more programs at
once.

6) Credits given for activities
such as model shipbuilding, yoga,
watching TV, etc.

7) Degree programs that can be
completed in a very short time. A
court order recently shut down
Columbia State University for of-
fering phony bachelor's degrees
that could be earned in only 27
days.

8) Little or no interaction be-
tween students and professors.

9) A long list of accrediting
agencies not recognized by the
U.S. Department of Education.

10) Overemphasis on the pro-
gram’s accessibility and the long-
term benefits of having a degree
in today’s competitive job market.

— www.usnews.com/usnews/nycu/
28dipbox.htm

CHINA
B The Ministry of Education

announced that adult higher-learn-
ing institutions recruited an esti-
mated 900,000 students through
the national entrance exams held
May 8 and 9. According to minis-
try statistics, the number of stu-
dents recruited this year is about
the same as last year.

Schools of higher learning for
adults largely accommodate stu-
dents who fail national college and
university entrance exams. Appli-
cants who fall into this category
and are looking to enter undergrad-
uate programs must possess a high
school diploma and have at least
two years of work experience.
However, those who have been
designated as “model workers” by
the state can be recruited into adult
higher-learning institutions with-
out taking the exams.

The national entrance examina-

The institutions are not autho-
rized to award other academic cer-
tificates, and students cannot earn
credits for course work completed
in this program. Moreover, these
courses are not equivalent to the
baccalaureate courses offered at
the Shanghai campus.

Hence, the Ministry of Educa-
tion has blacklisted this program
as a “credit degree mill” and ad-
vises evaluators to be on the look-
out for transcripts from the East
China University of Science and
Technology that were issued in
Hong Kong.

— Correspondence from the
Ministry of Education
The People’s Republic of China

INDIA
B India’s University of Grants
Commission (UGC) has developed

The Ministry of Education ... advises

evaluators to be on the lookout for

transcripts from the East China

University of Science and Technology.

tions encompass the full educa-
tional spectrum and include the
arts, humanities, sciences and spe-
cial skills.
— China Daily
Feb. 15, 1999

M The East China University of
Science and Technology in Shang-
hai offers courses jointly with a
Hong Kong-based company called
the Asia Pacific Institute of Con-
tinuing and Higher Education. Stu-
dents enrolling in the program are
charged by the credit. Each credit
costs HK$1,200.00 (US$155).

The Chinese Ministry of Edu-
cation has authorized these insti-
tutions to offer a nonacademic
adult-education program in Hong
Kong from which students can
earn a certificate of completion.

a new set of criteria to allocate
funding to higher-education insti-
tutions based on performance rath-
er than need.

Under the new scheme, univer-
sities will be assessed according to
examination results, quality of re-
search and student-teacher ratios.
Athletic and cultural achievements
will also be taken into account. The
UGC will also be watching close-
ly to see whether universities stick
to the academic calendar and ad-
minister exams on time.

The purpose of the UGC plan
is to get Indian universities to work
for their funding instead of auto-
matically depending on govern-
ment subsidies. Hence, institutions
of higher education will have a
clear incentive to enhance their
performance levels.
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According to UGC officials, the
current system, which allows uni-
versities to project their financial
needs for each year, has resulted
in excessive waste and inefficien-
cy. It is not unusual for funds to be
used for purposes other than what
they were earmarked for.

The plan has been greeted with
mixed reactions. While some in-
stitutions have applauded it, many
state universities are concerned
that such a move would result in a
two-tiered university system in
India. Others feel that the real rea-
son behind the UGC scheme is not
so much to improve the quality of
higher education, but to decrease
government funding for universi-
ties with the aim of making them
more self-sufficient.

— The Times Higher Education
Supplement
Feb. 5, 1999

W The UGC has blacklisted the
following Indian institutions of
higher education as “fake”:

Commercial University Limited, Daryagan;,
Dehli

DDB Sanskrit University, Trichi, Tamil Nadu

Gandhi Hindi Vidyapith, Prayag, Allahabad

Indian Education Council of UP, Lucknow

Maharana Pratap Shiksha Niketan Vishwav-

idyalaya, UP

Mahila Gram Vidyapith (Women's Universi-
ty), Prayag, Allahabad, UP

Maithili University/Vishwavidyalaya, Darb-
hanga, Bihar

National University of Electro Complex Ho-
moeopathy, Kanpur

National University, Nagpur, Maharashtra

Netaji Subhas Chandra Boase University
(Open University), Aligarh, UP

Raja Arabic University, Nagpur

St. Johns University, Kerala

United Nations University, Delhi

Urdu University, Bhopal

Varanaseya Sanskrit Vishwavidyalaya,
Varanasi and Jagatpuri in Delhi

Vocational University, Delhi

Uttar Pradesh Vishwavidyalaya, UP

While some of these schools
have been in operation for the past
10 years, none of them is recog-
nized by the UGC. The UGC fur-
ther reports that it does not recog-
nize degrees awarded by these
institutions and that holders of
such degrees will not be consid-
ered eligible for graduate programs
in any legitimate university.

— University News
Feb. 15, 1999

PAKISTAN
W Pakistan’s first all-women’s
university opened last December
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SOUTH AFRICA

Antilpaling cutbacks in state subsldles, lhe Univarslly of Cape Town racently reporied

thall plans Lo downsize it faculty and stallby 10 petcent ver the nenmysars Many
ofthe count 'S univers s(u s have been eliminating facully pesilons and laying

@ 10 the government's

Seminsitos In tespon: taslruciuring of South Africa ssys(em

of higher education.

Cape Town currently has 10 facultias, but by next year [hat number will be reduced to
six, aceording o untversily officials. The biggest change I Lhis respect is thal the now
sepatate faculies of he anls, educalion, and the soclal sciences and humanihes will be
collapsed Into @ new faculty of hurranilies.

matlers Is the (acl thal Cape Tawn s undergelng a palnful transiion

password to

from being (argely an all-white uRersity fo bscoming a fist-class *past-apartheld
Institulion.* in compliance with the counlry's new employment-eqully laws. Capa Town
University Is hiring mare blacks and women — somslimes althe expense of white

k access eWENR.

in the town of Rawalpindi. Fatima
Jinnah Women’s University cur-
rently enrolls 355 students, but
officials expect this number to
reach 6,000 in seven years. All stu-
dents, administrators and instruc-
tors at the school are women.
The university offers degree
programs in business administra-
tion, computer science, econom-
ics, English, fine arts and Islamic
studies. It hopes to attract women
throughout the Muslim world and
will endeavor to establish links
with institutions in other countries.
— Chronicle of Higher Education
Jan. 15, 1999

SINGAPORE

W In 1997, the government an-
nounced plans to reshape the Na-
tional University of Singapore and
the Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity into “world class” institu-
tions — the Harvard and MIT of
the East.

Since then, both universities
have announced the following cur-
ricular reforms:

1) Undergraduate curricula are
being restructured to allow stu-
dents to take classes outside their
chosen fields of specialization.

2) Measures have been taken to
develop assessment criteria other
than relying solely on written ex-
aminations.

3) Efforts are also underway to
bring more creativity and thinking
skills into the curriculum.

Another objective is to expand
graduate enrollments and increase
research output, particularly in the
science and engineering fields. To
help achieve this goal, talented
Singaporeans as well as non-na-
tionals working overseas are be-
ing actively recruited to embark on
research and development careers
in Singapore.

The government has also an-
nounced that a local “science hub”
is under construction and should
be fully operational within 15
years. The facility will house re-
search institutes, including branch

! “)) »
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campuses of Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity and the French business .

school INSEAD.

Finally, local universities are
aiming to bolster foreign enroll-
ments by launching recruitment
drives in Southeast Asia, as well
as in India, China, South Africa
and Mauritius.

Additional efforts to improve
higher education in Singapore also
included upgrading two fine-arts
colleges: the La Salle-SIA College
of Fine Arts and the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts. The gov-
ernment stated that these reforms
would better enable the country to
“compete in the next century as a
creative nation with additional sets
of skills and capabilities.”

— International Higher Education
Winter, 1999

E. Europe and
the Newly

Independent
States

LATVIA

B The Ministry of Education
and Science recently launched a
“strategic program of educational
advancement,” called Education
1998-2003.

During the past two years, re-
formers have stressed the need to
emulate western European models
of higher education and to upgrade
the country's educational system to
better prepare students for the job
market.

In particular, Education 1998-
2003 will focus on: improving the
overall quality of education; uti-
lizing resources more effectively;
expanding access to education; and
institutional development.

In other news, the Latvian Ed-
ucation Computerized System
Project was launched in 1997. The
main objective of the project,
which is being carried out by the
University of Latvia, is to comput-

erize many of the country's edu-
cational institutions while devel-
oping an information network and
operating system.

It is being implemented in three
stages (1997-1999):

Stage one, launched in 1997, fa-
cilitated the organization of com-

Middle East

ISRAEL

B On April 27, Israel’s Council
on Higher Education voted in fa-
vor of allowing all academic insti-
tutions — not just universities —

Israel’s Council on Higher Education

voted in favor of allowing all academic

institutions — not just universities —

to offer master’s degree programs.

puter-skills training programs for
teachers in three secondary schools
and the computerization of school
subjects.

Stage two, which began in
1998, established 38 regional cen-
ters for teacher training and also
promoted the computerization of
subjects at the national level.

Stage three, to be implemented
this year, will endeavor to provide
all secondary schools with com-
puters connected to a single net-
work and to the Internet.

— Le Magazine
1998, Issue 9

RUSSIA

B In December 1998, the Uni-
versity of the Russian Academy of
Education, formally known as the
Russian Open University, recéived
full accreditation status from the
government.

The university, located in Mos-
cow, has been given the right to
award degrees recognized by the
Ministry of General and Profes-
sional Education of the Russian
Federation. Its accreditation status
is valid until Oct. 22, 2003.

— Correspondence from the Ministry of
General and Professional Education
of the Russian Federation

to offer master’s degree programs.
The decision drew much criticism
from university leaders who argue
that such a move would bring
down standards, making it easier
for students in Israel to earn such
degrees.

At the crux of the matter, how-
ever, are the recent cutbacks in
university budgets for research in
the social sciences and natural sci-
ences.

Dwindling funds have impelled
many of the country’s top academ-
ics and researchers to leave in
search of better opportunities over-
seas.

Hence, diverting resources and
money into the new college mas-
ter’s programs threatens to lure
enrollments away from the univer-
sities, while generally reducing
levels of teaching and research.
Ha’aretz magazine predicts that
the council’s decision regarding
additional master’s degree pro-
grams will ignite a “higher-educa-
tion revolution” in Israel in the
years to come.

However, the winds of change
were evident in this respect with
the recent proliferation of smaller
colleges established to accommo-
date Israelis who were denied ac-
cess to the big universities.

— Ha'aretz Online
May 3, 1999







